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The Greatest Gift

Dear Friends in Christ,

You open a gift at Christmas and it is something you did not have on your list but you love it. 
Maybe it is a toy, clothing, electronic device or piece of art. You are so happy to have received 
the gift and you thank the giver of the gift many times. Next year, you open a gift from that 
person and it is the same gift, exactly the same article of clothing, exactly the same electronic 
device, exactly the same toy. So, maybe they forgot what they gave you last year. It happens. But
the following year is a repeat of the same gift. And the year after that is the same gift. Every year
is the same gift from that giver. One might be tempted to complain. The fun and surprise of 
opening a gift is kind of gone when you know what it is and you’ve received it many years in a 
row. One might call such a gift predictable, boring, or unthoughtful. 

But after the year we’ve had, something predictable and reliable sounds good. I don’t think 
anyone would say that 2020 was just like every other year. Instead it has been filled with changes
and new ways of doing lots of things. This is a good year to get the same thing for Christmas we 
always get. Our Father in heaven gives us the Greatest Gift in his Son, Jesus Christ. The gift does
not change from year to year. Far from being boring, predictable or unthoughtful, the gift of 
Jesus is the Greatest Gift every year. The apostle Paul tells us about the Gift and the Giver in… 

Romans 8:32 (NIV84) 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things? 

The Son born to Mary near Bethlehem and placed in a manger is not just any human child. Jesus 
is God’s Son. While he was born that Christmas night, the Son of God has existed with his Father
for all eternity. The Son of God was there before the world was created. The Son of God created 
the universe together with his Father and the Hold Spirit, the eternally three in one God. The Son
of God was there when Adam and Eve sinned and God promised to send him as their Savior. The
Son of God was there as God spoke through the prophets of the Savior who would bring about 
such peace that the wolf will live with the lamb. The Son of God was there when Micah 
prophesied that he would be born in Bethlehem. 

And in obedience to his Father’s will the Son of God was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the virgin Mary to become one of us. The Son of God has come to help his people. And for a 
time the Son of God would not make full use of his power and glory as true God. The gift of 
Jesus at Christmas is a great gift because of what God the Father gave and because of what the 
Son of God gave up for a time to be one of us. But that eternal bond of love between the Father 
and the Son would also be given up for all of us. 

For the Son of God was born with the mission to die. Sin, yours and mine, must be paid for in 
full if we are to stand before God and live with God forever. So the Son of God was born to be 
the sacrifice needed to pay for all sin. By his suffering and death, he accomplished this. For when
he was on the cross the eternal relationship of love between the Father and Son was severed as 
Jesus experienced the wrath of God to pay for the sin of the world. God gave up his Son unto 
death to forgive us all.



And this gift of Jesus Christ is the same every day and every year. As Paul says, He who did not 
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously 
give us all things? Of course, this does not mean that God will give us everything on our very 
long Christmas lists or everything we could ever desire. In the context of Romans 8, Paul is 
referring to every spiritual blessing. God continues to forgive all our sins. God continues to keep 
us in faith until we reach eternal life. God continues to be with us even when a world full of 
enemies is against us. No trouble or hardship or persecution will ever separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus. Even though the gift is the same all the time, it is far from boring 
or unthoughtful. I’ll take God’s gift of Jesus every day.

The gift of Jesus is the greatest not only because Jesus is God’s Son and our Savior, but also 
because it tells us something about the Giver of the gift. Anonymous gifts have their place and 
can be fun to give and receive. But the relationship between the giver and the receiver is as 
important as the gift itself. You receive two hand drawn pictures of a flower. Both were drawn by
5 year olds of about the same talent level. One is from a 5 year old you’ve never met in another 
city. The other is from your 5 year old whom you read a Bible story with each night before 
tucking her into bed. One picture simply means more because of the relationship between parent 
and child. 

Of course nothing compares to the gift of Jesus Christ but the relationship our Father in heaven 
has created with us makes the gift even better. God gave up his relationship with his Son for a 
short time so that we might be his children. The Father’s love for us is shown in the gift of his 
Son. The Father’s desire to be with us and for us to be with him forever is shown in the gift of 
Jesus. Through Jesus, this relationship with God our Father will never end. For he will bring us 
into his eternal heaven. 

Some have considered eternal life to be boring, uneventful and the same all the time. After a year
like this year and a life of unpredictability and sin, I’m looking forward to unending joy and 
peace that will never change. The Great Gift of Jesus at Christmas is God’s promise to us of such
a wonderful future. 

Amen.


