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What Will You Build?

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The Hoover Dam is over 700 feet tall. It contains enough concrete to build a standard highway from San 
Francisco to New York. It took five years to complete and an average of 3,500 workers were on the job site daily. 
The Hoover Dam is an impressive construction project that still stands and operates as it was intended. When a 
large group of humans get together, we can accomplish some amazing things. 

The portion of God’s Word for us to consider today takes us to the second large construction project recorded in 
the Bible. The first was the building of the ark by Noah and his family. Not long after the flood, Moses records the
account of Babel. The Hoover Dam was built to control flooding and produce electric power. The city and tower 
at Babel had a different purpose. As we meditate on God’s Word today, we ask this question: What will you build?
Will you build a name for yourself or a life in the Lord?

Hear the Word of God from...

Genesis 11:1–9 (NIV84) 

Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in 

Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They 

used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a 
tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of

the whole earth.” 5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The LORD

said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will 

be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each 

other.” 8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is 
why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD

scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

A Name for Yourself
God’s command was very clear to Noah and his children when they exited the ark. “Be fruitful and increase in 
number and fill the earth” (Genesis 9:1). In order to carry out the Lord’s instructions the descendants of Noah 
simply needed to have children and not stay in one place. They were to fill the earth and the only way to do that 
was for groups of people to move away from each other. 

However, when this group reached Shinar which is also known as Mesopotamia, they settled down with no 
intention of spreading out. They found a plain that would be good for farming. With food taken care of they could 
go on to more impressive things – building a city with a tower and thus make a name for themselves. The city 
would be a place of protection with walls so that enemies could not bother them. The tower reached to the 
heavens so that all around them would see how great and powerful they were. Even their choice of building 
material showed a disregard for God’s will. They used brick that was fired instead of sun dried mud bricks. The 
fired bricks would last much longer and look much nicer. They wanted a beautiful monument to their name that 
would last a long time because they did not plan to fill the earth as God directed. They were more interested in 
building their name than listening to the Lord.



What are you building in your life? Many in our world are busy building a career, building wealth, building a 
family, building a legacy that they can leave to the next generation. Some want to leave their mark on this world 
so when they are gone, others will remember them. Some want to literally leave their mark by having a building 
or a street named after them. Perhaps more important than what you are building is why you are building it. 

We have the same problem the builders at Babel had. The problem is pride. Building a city or a tower or a career 
or wealth is not necessarily sinful. Doing anything to make a name for myself is sinful. For then I am taking honor
and glory from the God who made all things. Then I would be taking all the credit for the gifts and abilities God 
has given. Then I would want people to praise me for what I’ve done instead of praise the Lord for his goodness 
to all people. 

Maybe we notice this selfish pride when we volunteer to help someone or on some project but no one recognizes 
our great efforts. And then we are upset and frustrated and bitter towards others because they did not thank and 
praise us. Now, as a side note, we should thank others when they help and volunteer. However, when we are bitter
because we did not get the recognition we think we deserved, we were trying to make a name for ourselves 
instead of serving in love. 

We have to daily examine our motives to root out the sinful pride that dwells in our sinful nature. Why do we 
want to succeed in school? Why do we want to advance in our career? Why do we want to build wealth? Why do 
we want to volunteer for that project? Why do we want to build what we are building in our lives? And if you ever
think that you have 100% pure motives for doing these things, examine yourself again. For our sinful nature 
always wants the credit for anything we build that is good in life. Our sinful nature always wants to make a name 
for ourselves. 

The Lord put a stop to the sinful pride of the builders in Babel. They thought they could do great things. They 
thought they could disobey God’s direct command to fill the earth. They were wrong. By simply confusing their 
languages, The Lord put a stop to their building project. Some of them were probably hoping that a grandchild 
would look at the tower reaching the heavens and say, “My grandfather built that!” Now, the next generations 
would look at an abandoned construction site and say, “Who failed here?”

The Lord will put and end to all whose goal in life is to make a name for themselves. Eternal destruction and 
shame are the destiny of all who refuse to honor the Lord. When the Lord Jesus returns in glory, what will he see 
that we have built in our lives? We repent before him for trying to make a name for ourselves and humbly ask for 
his forgiveness.

A Life in the Lord
The account of Babel seems to be all judgment from the Lord. He stops the building project, confuses their 
languages and scatters them over the earth. Certainly judgment is a strong emphasis. However, the name Moses 
was inspired to use for God is the (all capital letters) LORD. This is God’s personal name, the name that reminds 
us of God’s faithfulness and mercy. The LORD is the God who is compassionate and merciful, who abounds in 
love and faithfulness. And this name, the LORD, is used five times in this short account. The God of free and 
faithful love is taking action to save people.

The builders at Babel did not want to fill the earth. They wanted to make a name for themselves. They did not 
want to honor God. So God did the only loving thing a Father can do. He stopped them from continuing in their 
rebellion against him. Preventing someone from ruining their life is a loving thing to do. Warning someone that 
they are ruining their spiritual life and are in danger of going to hell is a loving thing to do. So the LORD stops 
the builders. We pray that the LORD stops us from sin, warns us of spiritual danger and prevents us from ruining 
our faith too. 



One theologian says that the LORD “was putting an end to a project that could only hurt people and frustrate the 
good plans of a loving Father.” (A Commentary on Genesis, 327). What were the good plans of our Father in 
heaven? The LORD had plans to send the world a Savior from sin. In the next chapter of Genesis we are 
introduced to Abraham who would receive the promise that the Savior would be one of his descendants. The Lord 
was building up the promise of Christ. Generation after generation would be preserved physically and in faith to 
keep the promise going. The promise was given in greater and greater detail as the Lord sent his prophets in love 
to his people. 

When Christ came, he came not to build a name for himself but to give glory to his Father in heaven. Everything 
Jesus did was in obedience to his Father’s will. The people of Babel did not want to spread out and fill the earth. It
was easier and more comfortable to stay where they were so they stayed. The Father asked his Son to suffer the 
agonizing pain of crucifixion and death. Jesus asked his Father to take the cup of suffering from him. But Christ 
did not take the easy way out. He did not take the path of least suffering. He followed his Father’s will, his plan to
save you and me. So Christ went to the cross. 

Instead of making his name great, he endured the taunts of the soldiers, the mocking of the Jewish leaders, and the
insults of the criminals who were crucified with him. The tower of Babel was going to demonstrate the greatness 
of the people. People would look upon it and marvel. No one would look at a cross and say, “That is amazing!” 
Only when I believe that Jesus took away my sins on that cross, can I look upon the cross and say, “What 
wondrous love is this, O my soul!” And Jesus did take away the sin of the world upon the cross. He did it to 
glorify his Father and to open eternal life to all through the forgiveness of sins. 

How then will we respond to the loving plan our LORD accomplished to save us? What will we build in our life? 
We will build our life in the Lord. That means we will live to make his name great and not ours. We will obey him
because of his great love and serve others because Christ served us. The people of Babel wanted to do something 
great in the eyes of the world. The Lord does not ask us to impress the world or to accomplish some nearly 
impossible task in life. He only asked the people after the Flood to have children and fill the earth. So also, the 
Lord asks us to obey him in our regular life, our daily calling. 

Parents, is it better to leave your children a large inheritance or leave them with a firm faith in Christ? Prioritize 
your life accordingly. As students or workers, we complete the tasks assigned to us diligently. We act like we are 
using the gifts and abilities God specifically gave us because we are. We are known for integrity, hard work, 
honesty and compassion because we want God’s name to be praised and we represent the Lord to others. There is 
great opportunity to honor God’s name as we deal with others in life and there is great temptation to sin. Martin 
Luther captured this when commenting on the confusion of languages at Babel.

“I myself do not understand an Italian, nor does an Italian understand me; and so there exists a natural opportunity
for anger and enmity between us. But if we both understand Christ, we mutually embrace...each other as fellow 
members.” (LW 2:215f as quoted in A Commentary on Genesis, 327f). It is difficult to overcome the curse of 
Babel and perfectly understand someone who looks, acts, or speaks differently. But in Christ loved all people. He 
loved us even when we are his enemies. Therefore we can show love and patience to someone who is different. 

If you want to build something like the Hoover Dam or another amazing structure, do it to the glory of God. And 
may he lead us to build our whole life on him and on his Word. Then our faith will grow stronger and we can 
build strong families in Christ who will continue to honor God’s name and love the people around them. What 
will you build in the name of the Lord?

Amen.


