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Mark 3:20–35 (NIV84) 
Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not 

even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they 

said, “He is out of his mind.” 22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem 

said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 23 So 

Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a 

kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against 

itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; 

his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions

unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. 28 I tell you the truth, all the 

sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy

Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.” 30 He said this because they were 

saying, “He has an evil spirit.” 31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, 

they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your 

mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 

he asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my 

mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Dear Friends in Christ,

Cancel culture has been a topic of discussion in our country recently. It usually happens to 
someone who is well known. People begin researching the person’s past and surprise, surprise, 
they find out that the well known person did something bad in the past. Maybe the bad thing is a 
sin in God’s eyes or maybe it is a sin according to popular culture at the time. Sometimes the 
person is just shown to be associated with another person who did something bad. Therefore, 
they are canceled. They lose their endorsements, their followers, their contracts, their fame and 
sometimes their job. Of course, this tactic is nothing new in the history of the world. 

In the section of Mark’s Gospel for today we see two groups attempt to cancel Jesus. The first 
thinks Jesus is putting himself into danger and making a fool of himself. So his family attempts 
to cancel the preaching trip and bring Jesus home. The second group sees Jesus as a danger to 
their way of life and attempts to cancel Jesus by associating Jesus with the biggest bad guy ever, 
Satan. But just as Jesus showed last week that he is Lord of the Sabbath, today we see that Jesus 
is Lord even over Satan. That is good news for us when we Satan is attempting to cancel us from 
eternal life.

The Family

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not 



even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they 
said, “He is out of his mind.” 

There was no malice on the part of Jesus’ mother and brothers when they went to take charge of 
him. They were concerned about Jesus. Can’t you just hear a mother concerned about her son? 
“He’s not eating enough….He’s working too hard….Why are powerful people mad at my son?
….What might they do to him?” Out of love for Jesus, his family ignorantly attempts to cancel 
his public ministry. They come to the conclusion that Jesus is “out of his mind” and therefore 
they must take over. 

Just as his family tried to stop Jesus from teaching and preaching, people today attempt to cancel 
parts of Jesus’ teaching. We might too. Certainly many Christians in America have canceled what
Jesus taught about marriage and male and female as we see even Christians celebrating the so 
called pride month. The thought is that Jesus’ teachings need to be updated for our current times. 
Jesus didn’t know what it would be like in the 21 century. He must have been out of his mind 
when teaching about marriage back then. Or maybe the topic is the roles of men and women. 
Jesus wasn’t in his right mind as he taught different roles for men and women in the Bible. Or 
maybe it is the topic of creation in six days. Jesus must have been a little confused when talking 
about creation. Some might have trouble with Jesus saying he is the only way to eternal life. Isn’t
that judgmental and intolerant? In our sinful nature there is some topic in the Bible that we will 
have trouble with. Maybe I’ve hit on yours or maybe it is something else. The temptation is to 
cancel Jesus on that topic because we don’t like what the Bible says. Remember that when we 
cancel Jesus on even one thing, we are really telling him that he is out of his mind. That should 
be a shocking thing for us to say and shock us into repentance.

The Teachers of the Law

The other group attempting to cancel Jesus was the teachers of the law. These men knew the Old 
Testament well and yet they did not believe that Jesus was the promised Savior. 

And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by 
Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 

Guilty by association. Don’t listen to Jesus because he is on the side of Beelzebub, aka, Satan. 
That is their plan to cancel Jesus. Make all the people think that Jesus is only powerful because 
he is using the power of Satan. But Jesus is not easily canceled. Far from being under the 
influence of Satan, Jesus is Lord over Satan. 

So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a 

kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against 

itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; 

his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions
unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house.”

Jesus points out that the teachers of the law are not even making a logical claim to discredit 
Jesus. Satan is not going to cast out demons. That would be weakening his own attacks against 
humans. Then Jesus points out how it is possible for Jesus to cast out demons. Jesus is stronger 
than Satan. 

In the short parable, Satan is the strong man in the house. Compared to us, Satan is strong. No 



sinner has the power to drive out demons or drive away Satan. Instead, Satan has control of 
every unbeliever. Satan has influence over even every believer. As long as our sinful nature 
exists, Satan has a grasp on us. Since he cannot topple Jesus off the throne of the universe, Satan 
can at least keep us in bondage to sin and eternal death. He does this by trying to convince us 
that we are canceled by God. 

If someone went digging through your past, how long would it take to find sin? Not long. If 
someone had access to the record of your thoughts, how long before they found something 
shameful? Not long. And the devil shouts that we are no good, that we have sinned worse than 
anyone on this planet and that God should cancel us from his love and certainly not allow us to 
enjoy eternity in heaven. The really tricky thing about Satan’s claims in attempting to cancel us is
that he is almost right. We do deserve to be cast into the fiery dungeons prepared for the devil 
and his demons for even one sinful action, one shameful thought. 

The good news is that while Satan is strong and has a strong argument against us, Jesus is 
stronger. Jesus is Lord over Satan. Jesus is the one in the parable to tie up the strong man and rob
his house. Jesus tied Satan’s hands when Christ offered his holy, precious blood as payment for 
the sin of the world. Jesus broke Satan’s claims against us when he rose from death on the third 
day. Satan is strong but Jesus is stronger. 

Listen to what the Lord Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will 

be forgiven them. 29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he 
is guilty of an eternal sin.”

We don’t have time to dig into the sin against the Holy Spirit. All I will say for now is that if you 
are worried that you might have committed the unforgivable sin, you haven’t. Focus on the 
amazing promise of the one who is Lord even over Satan. “All the sins and blasphemies of men 
will be forgiven them.” ALL. Every sinful action. Every shameful thought. Every time we 
doubted God’s love. All the times we questioned God’s ways. Even the times we’ve canceled 
Jesus’ Word on a particular topic. ALL your sins and blasphemies, ALL of my sins and 
blasphemies. ALL of the sins and blasphemies of the world are forgiven through Jesus. 

Let this be your confidence when Satan is lurking and whispering in your life. Jesus is Lord over 
Satan and Jesus has forgiven me. What, then, can Satan do to me? Nothing, for Jesus is Lord 
over Satan.

Amen.


