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Tell the Next Generation

Psalm 78:1-8 (EHV)

Give ear, O my people, to my instruction. Turn your ear to the words of my mouth. 2 I will open 
my mouth to share a lesson. I will speak about puzzling problems from long ago, 3 things we 
have heard and known, things our fathers have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their 
descendants. We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and 
the wonders that he has done. 5 He set up testimony for Jacob. In Israel he established the law. 
He commanded our fathers to make it known to their children. 6 Then the next generation would 
know it, even the children not yet born. They would rise up and tell their children. 7 Then they 
would put their confidence in God, and they would not forget the deeds of God, but they would 
keep his commands. 8 Then they would not be like their fathers, a stubborn, rebellious 
generation, a generation that did not keep their hearts steadfast, whose spirits were not faithful 
to God.

Dear Friends in Christ,

The mission statement of Lincoln Heights Lutheran Church is printed on the front of the bulletin 
most Sundays. “Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word and spread the Good News 
of Christ to all.” It is a good and biblical mission for our Christian congregation. Sometimes we 
call this in reach and outreach. We do outreach to bring the good news of Christ to those who are 
not part of our congregation. We do in reach to bring the good news of Christ to those already in 
our congregation. We’ve had some Scripture readings recently that encouraged us to reach out to 
all nations with the gospel. Today’s Scripture for us to consider is all about in reach. Psalm 78 is 
about nurturing each other in God’s Word. In the words of this psalm, we want to tell the next 
generation. So who is the next generation we want to tell and what will we tell?

Whom Do We Tell?

We will not hide them from their descendants. We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy 
deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders that he has done. 5 He set up testimony for Jacob. 
In Israel he established the law. He commanded our fathers to make it known to their children. 6 
Then the next generation would know it, even the children not yet born. They would rise up and 
tell their children.

The inspired author of Psalm 78 urges us to have a big vision, a long range vision of those we are
to tell about the Lord. The first thing we think of and the primary way faith is taught is from 
parent to child. Fathers and mothers are to teach the Bible to their children. But the psalmist 
urges us to think farther than one generation. Parents are to think of their grandchildren who 
haven’t been born yet and then of the children of their yet to be born grandchildren! 

We have trouble thinking that far into the future. Parents try to do what is best for the children 
they have now. We want to set our children up for a successful future. But the method of 
achieving a successful life in this world often leads one away from a life of faith in Christ. For 
instance, some think that education is the key to a good life on earth. I happen to think this is 
mostly true. But if someone believes secular education is the only way to a good life for their 
children, the Word of God will be pushed aside for homework time, educational trips, tutoring 
and so on. And the next generation learns that school is more important than Jesus.



Maybe someone believes athletics are the key to a child’s development. They learn perseverance,
hard work, team work, and leadership. Certainly, these are good characteristics to develop. But 
too often games are scheduled at times for worship and worship loses. Practices go late and 
everyone is too tired for Bible stories before bed. And the next generation learns that sports are 
more important than Jesus.

Anytime we choose something of this world over God’s Word, we reinforce the idea that Jesus is
not very important. We teach that you can get along in this life just fine without Jesus. When you
look at the surveys in America, the children of America have listened. The younger generations 
don’t believe they need a Savior. What are the following generations going to believe?

We have trouble thinking only one generation into the future and the Lord in Psalm 78 asks us to 
think about two yet to be born generations. We want those children to believe in Jesus and know 
his Word. So how do we get there? Repent of our short sighted and worldly goals for the next 
generation. Believe that God forgives us through Jesus. And then we prepare the next generation 
to be teachers of God’s Word. I don’t mean a called teacher or pastor in a Lutheran school or 
church, although that would be a great blessing. I mean, someone who knows the Bible well 
enough to teach it to their yet to be born children well enough for those children to teach it to 
their yet to be born children. 

We cannot be satisfied with the children of our congregation having a sub par Christian 
education in God’s Word. We adults in the congregation are tasked with telling the next 
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord. We have 72 children in our congregation from 
preschool through 12th grade. 72 precious, baptized children of God. How can we better assist 
parents in telling their children about Jesus? What can we do better at Lincoln Heights to teach 
the wonderful truths of God’s Word to these precious lambs of God? Whether you are a parent or
not, what can you do to prepare the 72 believers of the next generation to be the teachers of the 
generation following them? 

A group of members has begun working on this issue and in fact is meeting today between 
services. Your input is welcomed. Your time and talents may be called upon to help. This is 
important work assigned to us by our gracious Lord. May he equip and motivate us to work at it 
with all our hearts.

What Do We Tell?

And what will will tell the next generations? Psalm 78 is not just 8 verses that I read to begin or 
that we sang today. It is 72 verses! I won’t read all the verses but it would be great reading for 
this week in your time in God’s Word. Let me read a few of the verses that tell of God’s mighty 
deeds and wonders.

The Exodus:
13 He split the sea and let them cross through it. He made the water stand like a wall. 14 He led 
them with the cloud by day and all through the night with light from the fire.

The Wilderness Wandering:
24 He rained down manna for them to eat, and he gave them the grain of heaven. 27 Then he 
rained meat down on them like dust, and flying birds like sand on the seashore.

The Promised Land:
54 Then he brought them to the border of his holy land, to this mountain which his right hand 
had taken. 55 He drove out nations before them. He marked the boundaries of their inheritance, 
and he settled the tribes of Israel in their tents.



The Kingdom of Israel and King David:
70 Then he chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens. 71 He brought him from 
following the mother sheep to shepherd his people Jacob and his possession Israel.

This is what every believer should know and be taught from a young age. We teach about the 
saving acts of God. We teach about God keeping his promises to his people, protecting his 
people and saving his people. All of us should know these stories and make sure the next 
generation knows. These are the true accounts of how God delivered his people in the past so 
that we have confidence that God has delivered us from sin and death and will bring us into his 
eternal salvation in the future. Believing that Jesus died for me to forgive me is saving faith. But 
knowing the history of God’s praiseworthy deeds builds our faith to withstand all the trials of 
life. Jesus is the culmination of a history of God saving his people. It is just who God is and what
he does. He does mighty wonders for the benefit of his people.

But we also need to teach the justice and wrath of God. He does not issue idle threats. There 
were life ending consequences when some rejected the Lord and turned from him. 

21 Then the Lord heard, and he showed his anger. Fire broke out against Jacob, and his anger 
rose against Israel, 22 because they did not believe in God, and they did not trust in his 
salvation.

Snakes bit some, the ground swallowed others. Do we want our children and children’s children 
thinking of God as one who could end their life in an instant? Yes. God is the one telling about 
himself in the Bible. This is how we are to see him, as a holy and righteous God, as the all-
powerful Lord who will not tolerate sin and rebellion against him. This is part of what it means 
to fear the Lord. We must have a hold God is the highest respect and honor him above all else. If 
we do not teach the next generations to fear the Lord, they will be like the Israelites in the 
wilderness:

40 How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness! How often they grieved him in the 
wasteland! 41 They repeatedly put God to the test. They provoked the Holy One of Israel.

Those who continue to rebel against the Lord and provoke him will experience his wrath and 
anger for all of eternity. Yes, the accounts of God’s punishment of sinners must be taught.

And then we teach again and again about the compassion of our God.

37 Their hearts were not committed to him, and they were not faithful to his covenant. 38 Yet he 
was compassionate. He atoned for their guilt and did not destroy them. Many times he restrained
his anger, and he did not stir up his full wrath.

This is our God – merciful and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in love. Tell of his 
mercy and compassion to his rebellious people in the wilderness. Tell how he again and again 
sent judges to rescue his people after they fell into sin in the Promised Land. Tell of his mercy 
and love in sending one prophet after another to bring his people back to him. Tell of Jesus, the 
Son of God who best shows God’s mercy to fallen mankind. God restrains his anger against us 
and pours our his anger on his Son upon the cross. The Father stirs up his full wrath over sin 
against his one and only Son to atone for our guilt. He does not destroy us but Jesus dies. Tell the
next generations the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord who saves sinners.

God has given us a long term task to tell generations yet to be born about him. God gave us a 
book to use for this purpose. Let’s tell the whole story so every generation has the full picture of 
the God who saves sinners.

Amen


