
  

 

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s 
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all. 

August 23, 2020 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
The Christian answers doubt with faith. Doubt is the unfortunate 
companion of faith. Wherever faith clings to the promises of God, 
doubt is always right there lingering in the back of our mind, constantly 
asking the serpent’s Garden question, “Did God really say?” How 
striking to think that we must have faith in God before we can doubt 
him! Today’s lessons show us believers who had faith in God and his 
abilities to save them, but yet doubted when his plans or purpose failed 
to match theirs. In each case, it is adversity that fights against faith and 
allows its unfortunate companion to rear its ugly head. And in each 
case, the true answer to doubt is not found in the great miracle that 
removes adversity, but in the still small voice of our Savior God 
whispering in his Word. Today we hear our Savior God ask us, “Why 
did you doubt?”, and we see that the Christian answers doubt with 
faith.  
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OPENING HYMN  Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me   433 

 

STAND 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of 
your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 
us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits 
and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON      1 Kings 19:9-18 (NIV84)  
There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of the Lord came to him: 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10
 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the 

Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your 

altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now 

they are trying to kill me too.” 11
 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in 

the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful 

wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord 

was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in 

the earthquake. 12
 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. 

And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13
 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak 

over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14
 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the 

Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your 

altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now 

they are trying to kill me too.” 15
 The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, 

and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 
16

 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 

from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17
 Jehu will put to death any who escape 

the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18
 

Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal 

and all whose mouths have not kissed him.” 

 
PSALM 73  read responsively by the pastor and congregation 

 

I am always with you, O LORD;* 

you hold me by my right hand. 

 

You guide me with your counsel,* 

and afterward you will take me into glory. 

 

Whom have I in heaven but you?* 

And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
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My flesh and my heart may fail,* 

but God is the strength of my heart 

and my portion forever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 
SECOND LESSON     Romans 9:1-5 (NIV84)   
I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy 

Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that 

I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my 

own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, 

the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs 

are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God 

over all, forever praised! Amen. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 
Alleluia. (Hebrews 11:1)  
 
 
STAND 

 

M: The Gospel is from Matthew, chapter  14, beginning at verse 22. 
C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 
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GOSPEL            Matthew 14:22-33 (NIV84) 
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23
 After he had dismissed them, he went up on 

a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24
 but the 

boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 

wind was against it. 25
 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, 

walking on the lake. 26
 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were 

terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27
 But Jesus immediately said to 

them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28
 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell 

me to come to you on the water.” 29
 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the 

boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30
 But when he saw the wind, he was 

afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31
 Immediately Jesus reached 

out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 32
 And 

when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33
 Then those who were in the 

boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

APOSTLES’ CREED        

I believe in God the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
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SERMON      Jesus is Near When We Are Scared      Matthew 14:22-33
  

OFFERING 

 
GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS 
 

STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are 
 new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your 
 children on earth. 
C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation 
in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our 
national, state, and local governments. 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 
 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness 
toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to 
regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will 
hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 
from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 
and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN        I Walk in Danger All the Way  431 (v 1-2, 5-6) 

         p. 10-11 
 
 
 

All materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722518. 
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Announcements 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of 
thanks and petitions for help from his 
people.  Please keep these members and 
families in your prayers.  Contact Pastor to 
add someone to this list. 
Jenna Schaeffer - expecting in September 
Lindsay Behl - expecting in November 
Vickie Landon - surgery recovery 
 
Sunday School Plans 
Sunday School is scheduled to resume 
September 13. We are busy getting 
materials ready for parents to use at home 
and teachers to use at church. We plan to 
offer both options. Details below are 
subject to change: 
In Person Plan 
30 minutes (8:45 am—9:15 am) 
Limited or no singing (learn hand bells 
instead) 
Teachers will be masked but not students 
Hand washing before & after class 
Virtual / Parent Led Plan 
Printed and electronic materials sent home 
Teaching video sent each week 
Song video provided 
Family/individual quiz to complete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catechism Class Plans 
Catechism is for 7th-8th grade students to 
prepare them for Holy Communion by 
teaching the basics of the Scriptures. 
Catechism class will resume on September 
2.  
Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 pm 
We will meet at church in the sanctuary in 
order to spread out. Please talk with Pastor 
Pfeifer if you would like an alternative to 
in person instruction. 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, 
review the reading for this week on 
Monday - Wednesday.  Then read the 
Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday -
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:  
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8, Romans 11:13-15, 28-32, 
Matthew 15:21-28 
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
August 23 - 30 

 Today 8:00 am   Worship—Livestream  
  9:15 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  3:00 pm  Kunama Worship 
 Tuesday 10:00 am  Pastors’ Study Club 
 Saturday 3:30 pm  Homeless Meal Preparation 
 Sunday  8:00 am   Worship—Livestream  
  9:15 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  3:00 pm  Kunama Worship  

Lincoln Heights Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1217 Watrous Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 

Phone: 515-288-3013 
www.LHELC.org 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
 

 
Pastor 

Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 

Secretary 
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 


