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Our Maundy Thursday Worship  
How can we celebrate Maundy Thursday in a meaningful 

way if we can’t offer the Lord’s Supper? This service is a 

modified Maundy Thursday service with brief devotional 

commentaries accompanying various elements of the 

communion service – but no distribution of the 

sacrament. The thoughts offered will reinforce for us 

appreciation for the wonderful blessings that we receive 

in the sacrament so that we look forward all the more to 

that day when we can again gather together in the Lord’s 

house for worship … and to receive our Lord’s body and 

blood for “forgiveness of sins, life, and 

salvation” (Catechism).  

 

HYMN  MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN  110 (v 1, 3, 5) 

1  My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I That for my sake My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? 

 

3  Sometimes they strew his way And his sweet praises sing, 

Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, And for his death They thirst and cry. 

 

5  They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away. 

A murderer they save; The Prince of life they slay. 

Yet cheerful he To suff’ring goes That he his foes From death might free. 

 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-83, alt. 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

  
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

  
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

HYMN  MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN   110 (v 7) 

7  Here might I stay and sing; No story so divine, 

Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, In whose sweet praise I all my days Could gladly spend! 
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M: The Lord be with you. 

  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true 

body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant 

us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this 

Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 

 

FIRST LESSON EXODUS 12:1-14 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the 

first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on 

the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each 

household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with 

their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You 

are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will 

eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may 

take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of 

the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at 

twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of 

the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to 

eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without 

yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—head, 

legs and inner parts. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, 

you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, 

your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s 

Passover. 
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12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—

both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the 

Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike 

Egypt. 
14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall 

celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. 

 

HYMN  HERE, O MY LORD, I SEE YOU FACE TO FACE   315 

1  Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face; 

Here would I touch and handle things unseen, 

Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, 

And all my weariness upon you lean. 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-28 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night 

he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 

“This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  
25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever 

you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 27 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 

will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 A man ought to 

examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

 

HYMN  HERE, O MY LORD, I SEE YOU FACE TO FACE   315 

3  I have no help but yours nor do I need 

Another arm but yours to lean upon. 

It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed; 

My strength is in your might, your might alone. 

 
STAND 

 

GOSPEL  JOHN 13:1-15, 34 

 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to 

leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 

now showed them the full extent of his love. 2 The evening meal was being served, and 
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the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus 

knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God 

and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 

wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He 

came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 

replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 

you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but 

my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs 

only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one 

of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not 

every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes 

and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked 

them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now 

that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 

another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. 

 
BE SEATED 

 

HYMN  HERE, O MY LORD, I SEE YOU FACE TO FACE   315 

4  Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness; 

Mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood. 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

Your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God. 

 

6  Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89, abr., alt. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and r ight that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of 
the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be 
overcome.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Sanctus 

  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  



9 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Agnus Dei 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 
DISTRIBUTION   
 

THANKSGIVING 

STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON     Nunc Dimittis 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for  he is good.  

 

 

M:We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper . 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word  
and spread the Good News of Christ to all. 

Lincoln Heights Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

 
1217 Watrous Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 

Phone: (515) 288-3013 
www.lhelc.org 

 
A member of the Wisconsin  

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
 

Rev. Mathew Pfeifer, Pastor  
(515) 771-5111       pastor@lhelc.org 

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
During the singing of the hymn, the altar is solemnly stripped in token of the Lord’s abandonment by his 

disciples and in preparation for Good Friday. 

 

HYMN LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOU SET US FREE   123 

1  Lord Jesus Christ, you set us free-Accept our thanks eternally! 

Forgiven through your precious blood, We now are reconciled to God. 

 

2  By virtue of the wounds you bore, True God and Man, our hope restore. 

Give courage when we yield our breath; Deliver us from hell and death. 

 

3  Defend us, Lord, from sin and shame; Help us by your almighty name 

To bear our crosses patiently, Consoled by your great agony. 

 

4  For thus the certainty we gain That you will always true remain 

And not forsake us in our strife But lead us out of death to life. 

 
Text: Christoph Fischer, 1520-97; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. 
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Easter Worship  
Live Streamed at 8:00 am 

 
www.LHELC.org/sermons 

Good Friday Worship  
Live Streamed at 7:00 pm 

 
www.LHELC.org/sermons 

Holy Week Worship at Lincoln Heights Lutheran 

http://www.LHELC.org/sermons
http://www.LHELC.org/sermons

