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Seek the Lord

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This summer the comet NEOWISE passed so close to the earth that you could see it without any 
telescope or binoculars. Of course, it was just a smudge in the sky unless you used some magnification. 
With binoculars, it was a beautiful site with a long tail. The comet’s relatively close encounter with the 
earth made it possible for many to observe. But relatively close was still about 64 million miles away. If 
you jumped in your private jet and flew at 500 miles per hour, you would cover that distance in a mere 
14.5 years. If you had a rocket that could escape earth’s gravity by achieving a speed of 25,000 miles per
hour, it would only take you 100 days. While NEOWISE was as close as anyone has ever observed, it 
was still really far away. And that is only one of the objects in the sky.

Astronomers search the sky with powerful telescopes and find an uncountable number objects in the 
universe that are many times farther away and often more amazing than a small comet passing the earth. 
But will people find the Lord by looking into the sky? Some may come to a knowledge of an unknown 
creator by seeing the design and beauty of the universe. Others may push such thoughts of a creator out 
of their minds and rely on theories for the universe’s existence that do not include the existence of God.

Today, Isaiah tells us that the Lord is near. He is not hiding in the farthest corner of the universe so that 
we cannot find him. He is near and he has a limited time offer for all humans. While the offer is limited 
in time it is an offer of unlimited mercy. I am glad I got to see the comet this summer but it did not make
a big difference in my life. If you missed it, that won’t make much difference either. But missing the 
limited time offer of unlimited mercy is a big deal. Isaiah urges us to Seek the Lord.

Isaiah 55:6–9 (NIV84) 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way and
the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for 

he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Limited Time Offer

A certain fast food restaurant sells a green shake for a limited time only each year. You can only get it 
around St. Patrick’s Day. If I go there today, they will not sell me a shamrock shake. It is truly for a 
limited time only...until the next March. Others will advertise limited time offers for cars, clothes, 
furniture and phones. The company wants the consumer to purchase something quickly before the good 
deal is done. Putting a limited time on something makes it urgent to get it now or you might not get it at 
all. Of course, once the limited time offer is over, the company will soon begin a different limited time 



offer. If you missed the first deal, you will still be able to buy a car or clothes, the furniture or phone. 

The Lord’s limited time offer is actually a limited time offer. “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
call on him while he is near.” The time period of this offer is the number of days of our life on this earth.
Scripture tells us that death comes to all because all have sinned. When death comes, the limited time 
offer is over. There is no second chance, no alternative offer after death. These days of life are the only 
time for a sinner to repent and trust the Lord Jesus for forgiveness. 

Of course, almost everyone listening this morning has already been found by God and brought to faith in
Christ. And therefore the temptation is to become overconfident in ourselves. During this strange time of
pandemic, we have three services in the morning and one in the afternoon at church. The online service 
probably has the highest attendance each week. Let me address possible temptations for those attending 
in person and for those attending virtually. Those who worship in person have had to put up with shorter 
services, less singing, little fellowship before and after services, sitting apart from other members, 
wearing a mask and so on. Is it really worth it to attend church when it doesn’t look like what we expect 
and love? And when the pandemic is over, will there be a temptation to take church for granted and take 
a break from worship because “I attended faithfully during the pandemic and need a break now”?

For those at home, it might be the temptation to remain at home when the pandemic is over. It is a lot of 
trouble to change out of pajamas and not be able to eat breakfast during the service. Why battle with 
children to get them ready for church at a specific time when we can just watch it whenever we are 
ready on Sunday or Monday or throughout the week?

Isaiah says, “Seek the Lord!” Limited time offer only! But the devil tells us that we can always get back 
to the Lord and his Word later. The devil tells us that it is fine to take a break from the Lord for a while 
and he hopes that while goes from weeks to months to years to the rest of our earthly life. His goal is to 
keep us from our Savior forever so that we suffer his fate in hell. 

When we have fallen for the devil’s lies and taken a break from the Lord or fallen into great and terrible 
sins, the time to repent is now. The good news is that while the time is limited, the Lord’s mercy is 
unlimited.

Unlimited Mercy Offer

Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have

mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Our thoughts are earthly. Our thoughts would be to limit both the time someone has to repent and limit 
the amount of sin that could be forgiven. The last two weeks, we learned from Jesus how to forgive 
others who sin against us. Today, let us learn to know and believe that the Lord has forgiven us. For it is 
sometimes harder to believe that we are forgiven that to forgive others. 

We know the terrible thoughts in our minds. How can God forgive me of such wickedness? We know the
relationships we have ruined and the people we have hurt. Sometimes, there is no earthly way to repair 



the damage we have done. How can the Lord forgive me for the harm I have caused? We know our 
secret sins, sins too shameful to tell anyone else. How can the Holy God forgive those sins? Have you 
had those days when you can’t stand being around yourself and are disgusted with yourself for your own
sins and failures? Haven’t I used up my allotment of mercy yet?

But God’s thoughts are not ours. His ways are higher than ours. Our thoughts are finite. God’s are 
infinite. Our ways are limited. God’s are unlimited. We see God’s mercy and forgiveness as a defined 
quantity but God’s mercy is not limited. Turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our 
God, for he will freely pardon. 

He will freely pardon. In the first five verses of Isaiah 55, the Lord tells us about the wonderful banquet 
of food and drink he has prepared. He tells us that we can buy it without money and without cost. His 
mercy and forgiveness are truly free in that sense. We do not and cannot pay for them. 

But now the Lord says that he will freely pardon. This is more than just to pardon us without charging us
a fee. To freely pardon is to pardon abundantly, to pardon without limit. God is free with his pardons, 
giving them out in full to anyone who repents and trusts in Christ. 

When our sins trouble us, when we seem to be far from God, when we have one of those bad days, it is 
hard for us to believe that God really has enough mercy to forgive me again. But God’s ways are so 
much higher than ours. We cannot sin more than he can forgive (not that we want to try). The payment 
made for sin is more than enough to cover our sin in full. The Son of God suffered and died to pay for 
your sin and mine. And if that is not enough to convince you that God has pardoned you, Jesus then rose
from the dead on the third day. Easter is God’s declaration that Christ’s sacrifice was truly accepted as 
full payment for sin. Our sin will never be more than what Jesus has already paid. Therefore turn to the 
Lord and rejoice for he has freely pardoned you.

When you look into the sky during the day, you see the sun God created to give heat and light to our 
world. It is about 93 million miles away. Light from the sun takes about 8.5 minutes to get to the earth. 
Light from the next nearest star to us takes over four years to arrive. And the rest of the objects in the 
universe are orders of magnitude farther away. Certainly the heavens are far above the earth. We marvel 
at the heavens and praise our Creator God for all he has made. But even more than for creation, we 
praise and thank the Lord that his mercy is unlimited and his pardon is freely given. 

Amen.


