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Welcome Home: The Need for Christian Community

Hebrews 2:9–18 (NIV84) 
But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and
honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 In 
bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both 
the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says,“I will declare your name to my brothers and 
sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again 
he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.” 14 Since the children have flesh and blood, 
he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the 
power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their 
fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he 
had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 
Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Dear Friends in Christ, 

We are approaching that time of year when many people will be going home for the holidays. Families 
will be gathering to gorge themselves on turkey, mashed potatoes and stuffing for Thanksgiving. 
Families will gather in just under two months to eat and give gifts and hopefully celebrate the birth of 
Christ at Christmas. Going home for these family gatherings can be a wonderful experience. Hugs and 
laughter and games. Good food and better stories. These occasions can be right out of a Norman 
Rockwell painting as every feels welcome at home.

Or maybe not. Some people don’t have much of a family to welcome them home. There may be 
unresolved problems that keep one side of the family away from the other side. There may be members 
of the family who have already gone into heaven and going home for family gatherings is just not the 
same anymore. 

Some families are wonderful and some are a mess. Most families are both. The same is true of our 
spiritual family, our church family. It is wonderful to have a church family and it is sometimes a mess. 
But Jesus always welcomes us home as his brother or sister. He promises to be with his family of 
believers. Therefore we want to be with our family of believers too. For our Brother Jesus is there along 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Welcome Home!

Where Your Brother Promises to Be

But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and
honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 In 
bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 



Jesus is the Son of God. He is true God, begotten of his Father from eternity. Jesus is eternal and all 
powerful. He is holy, completely separate from sin. Jesus created all things, including the angels. How 
then can the Son of God be lower than the angels for a little while? Jesus had to humble himself to come
to this earth and be lower than the angels. The eternal Son of God humbled himself to be born of mortal 
flesh. 

The holy and sinless Son of God humbled himself to walk through the filth of this world for some 33 
years. The Son of God had been untouched by sin from all eternity and now he is surrounded by sin 
everywhere he goes. The ruler of the land murders the young boys in the area in an attempt to get rid of 
Jesus. Mary and Joseph are great parents for Jesus according to the standards of the world but they were 
not perfect. Jesus’ disciples were loyal to him except for Judas who betrayed him and Peter who denied 
him and Jame and John who wanted to call down fire from heaven against a village and the rest of them 
who abandoned him in the Garden of Gethsemane. The all knowing Son of God walked among people 
and knew their evil thoughts, their secret sins and their not so secret sins. Yet Jesus did not tell people to 
go away from him. He did not tell everyone that he was too pure and holy to be associated with them. 

Instead, he walked with sinners. He healed sinners. He taught sinners. He ate with sinners. He died for 
sinners. For that is what Jesus came to do. He came to welcome sinners back into God’s family. He 
therefore humbled himself to death, even death on the cross. And for this he is exalted to the highest 
place. Christ’s mission was to suffer and died and completing his mission, he was crowned with life, 
being raised to life again. He now sits at the right hand of the Father in heaven as King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

All because Christ tasted death for everyone. This is an interesting way of describing what Christ did to 
welcome us into God’s family. He tasted death for everyone. On the night Jesus was betrayed, he had 
prayed for his Father to take the cup from him. The cup was the cup of suffering, death and separation 
from his Father that was to begin that night and end with his crucifixion and death the next day. That 
was the cup we earned by our sin. We were to drink the cup of suffering and death for our rebellion 
against the God who made us. But Jesus tasted death for you and for me and for everyone. He drank the 
cup of suffering completely. Therefore, our sins are paid in full. There is nothing left for us to suffer for 
our sins. Our Brother Jesus tasted death in our place.

With no sin counted against us, God can declare that we are holy in his sight. And we rejoice to hear 
what our Savior calls us.

Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 

Welcome home! Jesus calls us family. He calls us his brothers and sisters. And he is not ashamed of us 
because he took the shame of the cross in our place. And our Brother is with us who are gathered in his 
name. Jesus says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your 
praises.” He is with us in this assembly and everywhere believers are gathered around his Word and 
Sacraments. 

I remember going to grandma’s house and always knowing that she would have good food for us. You 
didn’t go home hungry from grandma’s house. She always had something good to give. So also, in a 



bigger and better way, Jesus always has something good for us when we gather with our church family. 
For Jesus promises to be here with us. He gives his forgiveness through the Word proclaimed by the 
pastor in the absolution. Jesus gives his guidance as our perfect older Brother in the Word of God read 
each week. And our Brother gives himself to us in Holy Communion for the forgiveness of every sin. 
When Jesus welcomes us home, he doesn’t leave us to fend for ourselves. Instead, he prepares a rich 
banquet of the gospel of his forgiveness so we always know what he thinks of us. He calls us family.

Where Your Brothers and Sisters Are

We want to gather with our Christian family because Jesus is here. We also want to gather because our 
family, our brothers and sisters are here too.

Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.

It is wonderful to be part of a supportive and encouraging family. But not every family is like that and 
not everyone feels welcome in their church family. Sometimes people feel isolated and lonely even at 
church. And sometimes a church family can be a source of great harm. Gossip can fly around among a 
church family and damage someone’s reputation. It is not comfortable at all to walk into a group of 
people who have been talking about you behind your back. Members of a church family can be 
judgmental and treat someone else as a second class member of the church family. This can happen 
when one member’s sin is public and the other is private. Or maybe someone does one of the really bad 
sins while the rest of us are just regular sinners. Great harm can be done to our church family by gossip, 
judgment and pride. 

What is the solution? Humility. Jesus humbled himself and became a little lower than the angels. Jesus 
tasted death for everyone. In thanks for Jesus humbling himself for me, I humble myself for my family, 
my church family. It starts with repentance because my sins are worse than your sins. Paul considered 
himself the worst of sinners and we should look at ourselves the same way. Jesus says that our own sins 
are like a plank in our eyes while the sins of our brothers and sisters in Christ are like dust in their eyes. 
With this humble and repentant attitude, judgment and gossip will be rare. In their place will be 
compassion, understanding and forgiveness for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

I suppose it is possible to be a Christian all alone. But that is not how God designed us. Solomon 
recognized the blessings of having someone to help: “Two are better than one, because they have a 
good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who 
falls and has no one to help them up” (Ecclesiastes 4:10-11). Thanks to God for our family in Christ. 
When we fall into sin, we have someone to point us to the comfort and forgiveness of the cross of 
Christ. When we fall into loneliness, we have someone to be there to encourage us. When we fall into 
worry, we have someone to remind us that the Lord cares for us. When we fall into a rut of sin, we have 
someone to gently correct us and bring us to repentance. When we fall due to physical, mental, and 
spiritual exhaustion, we have someone to tell us about Jesus who says: “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 

Jesus claims us as his family. May he help us to be what he has made us to be.

Amen.


