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Rejoice in the Word of God

Acts 13:44–52 (NIV84) 

On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the 

crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 46 Then Paul and 
Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do 

not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has 
commanded us: “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 

earth.’” 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who 

were appointed for eternal life believed. 49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But 
the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up 

persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So they shook the dust from 

their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Spirit. 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

On Thursday, 26 graduates of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will gather with their family, friends, professors 
and many more for the call day service. This worship service follows a similar pattern to our service this 
morning with one big exception. During the service, the names of those 26 will be read followed by the name
of a church, a city and state and name of a district. For example, “Mathew Pfeifer, Green Valley Lutheran, 
Henderson, Nevada. Arizona-California District.” The candidates for pastoral ministry do not know where 
they will be called before the service. But the place does not actually matter because that pastor is going to 
do the same thing wherever he goes. He will proclaim the word of the Lord.

Martin Luther College had their call service on Saturday. After completing four of five years of training, 
these candidates learned where God had called them to serve as teachers. It is day full of emotions and 
expectations. But in the end, the name of the church or city does not matter as much as what this teacher will 
do when they arrive. They will proclaim the word of God (along with math, science, reading, writing and 
more) to their students. 

The focus of our service today is ministry, specifically the public ministry. The Lord calls people into public 
ministry through a congregation of believers to proclaim the word of the Lord in a place and to a certain 
group of people. There are Lutheran schools who requested a graduate and did not hear their school 
mentioned on Saturday. They will have to wait to fill that vacancy. There will be many churches who request 
a pastor who will not hear their church named on Thursday. They will continue their vacancy. Today we ask 
the Lord to provide more pastors and teachers to fill our classrooms and pulpits. 

At the same time, we remember that it is not about the person or the place. The most important part is the 
word of the Lord. Luke reminds us of this truth by repeatedly using “word of the Lord” and “word of God” 
in our portion of Scripture today. We rejoice in the word of God by honoring the word of the Lord and by 
sending bold proclaimers of the word.



By Honoring the Word of the Lord

On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the 

crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 46 Then Paul and 
Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do 

not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has 
commanded us: ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 

earth.’ 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord.

A week before this, Paul had carefully reviewed the Old Testament with the people at the Jewish synagogue. 
He led them through the history of God’s plan of salvation which led to Jesus Christ who died and rose to 
save all people. Some believed and listened to the word of God more throughout the week. By the next 
Sabbath, many people wanted to hear what Paul was teaching. Of course, there was opposition from some of 
the Jews who were upset with the message of Jesus and jealous of the attention it received. Paul’s response 
was to proclaim the word of the Lord among the non Jews, the Gentiles. And the Gentiles “were glad and 
honored the word of the Lord.”  

What is your response to the word of the Lord? Do we ever treat the word of God like the jealous group of 
Jews who saw it as something that would interfere with their way of life? I could read a morning devotion or 
I could watch the morning news or a funny video on youtube. Does hearing the word of the Lord on Sunday 
mornings ever interrupt our life, like we would rather be doing something else? Oh, we are here but we are 
not hearing the word gladly because we have other things on our mind. Do pastors ever treat the word of the 
Lord with something less than honor by approaching the sermon as something they have to do as part of a 
job instead of rejoicing that they get to proclaim the word of God? We all need to repent of the many times 
when we have not honored the word of the Lord.

The Gentiles “were glad and honored the word of the Lord” not just once but continually. The type of verb 
indicates an ongoing action. The kept on being glad. The kept on honoring the word of the Lord. These 
Gentiles were not members of God’s chosen people, the Jews. They did not have the commandments or the 
temple worship. They had lived opposed to God’s law both in ignorance and willfully. They had worshiped 
other gods. They had no certainty of eternal life. They were lost and condemned creatures. But the word of 
the Lord came to them through a minister of the word named Paul. That word told them of Jesus, the Son of 
God who took their punishment on the cross. The word told them that God has reconciled the world to 
himself, not counting men’s sins against them. It told them that the Father lavished his love on them and has 
called them children of God. It told them that Jesus rose from the dead and gives eternal life to all who trust 
in him and that no one can snatch a believer out of Christ’s hand. Of course they are glad. Of course they 
want to hear more of the word of the Lord. Of course they honor Gods’ word. It means certain forgiveness 
and eternal life. Where else can we receive such great gifts? Only in the word of the Lord!

By Sending Bold Proclaimers of the Word

We rejoice in the word of the Lord by gladly hearing and honoring it. We also rejoice in the word by sending 
out bold proclaimers of the word into the world.

Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you 
reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.”



Paul and Barnabas faced opposition from all sides. They were Jews and many Jews in the synagogues chased
them from city to city. They faced opposition from those who knew the Old Testament and from those who 
did not. But they honored God’s word so much that they continued to speak the truth to all people. 

This is what we want for ourselves and this is what we want for those in the public ministry. Our system of 
education for pastors and teachers is to prepare them to boldly proclaim the word of the Lord to those who 
want to hear it and to those who don’t want to hear it. A pastor will have to confront a member who is 
unwilling to repent and tell them that they are on the path to hell. If someone likes to deliver this kind of 
message, they should not be a pastor. Only by standing on the word of the Lord can a pastor deliver such a 
message of the law. 

The sinful world will always be opposed to the proclamation of the word of the Lord. The world will always 
push the church to compromise or give up certain beliefs to better fit with society today. Only by years of 
study in the word of God can a public minister of the Word stand firm on the truth. Thanks be to the Lord for 
the wonderful system of education we have for our Lutheran pastor and teachers. 

Immersion in the word of God prepares them to boldly proclaim the law and gospel to anyone. The early 
childhood teacher tells a room of 3 year olds that Jesus love and forgives them. The Lutheran science teacher
helps the students marvel at the wonders of God’s created order. A pastor reminds the believer in his last days
that Jesus loves and forgives him. We pray to the Lord for more public proclaimers of God’s word to go to 
young and old, rich and poor, to every nation, tribe, people and language.

But these bold proclaimers are not the reason that people believe in Christ. When the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. God 
selects those who will have eternal life. God changes hearts from unbelief to faith. It is again the word of the 
Lord that does everything. Paul was a great missionary but he converted no one. The Holy Spirit worked 
through the word of God to convert Jews and Gentiles to faith in Christ. 

And public ministers like Paul are not the only ones who spread the Word. After Paul and Barnabas were 
opposed here, Luke records, “The word of the Lord spread through the whole region.” Paul and Barnabas 
had to leave so it was not them who spread the word. It was the individual believers who told their friends 
and neighbors, their family and people they worked with. The word of God does the work. 

If you ever have an opportunity to attend a call service, go. You can watch the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
call service online this Thursday. It is exciting to see where the Lord will send these new pastors. May the 
Lord be with all the newly called teachers and the soon to be called pastors in their new locations. May the 
Lord help them to continually rejoice in the word of God. For it is the word of the Lord that brings every 
believer joy, forgiveness, hope and eternal life. It is the word of the Lord that brings all of us to faith. And it 
is the word of God that keeps us in faith until we reach heaven.

Amen.


