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Ezekiel 34:11–16, 23-24 (NIV84) 
For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 
12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and 
darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will
bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and
in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights 
of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they
will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have 
them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the 
strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice. 

23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend 
them and be their shepherd. 24 I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince
among them. I the LORD have spoken. 

Dear Friends in Christ,

Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, 
Barack Obama, Donald Trump. These eight men have served as President of the United States 
during my lifetime. Some of you have a longer list and some have a shorter list. But whatever the
length of your list, I would guess that what I have experienced from the highest elected officials 
in our nation is about the same as what you have experienced. 

Not one of these men ever cooked a meal for me. Not one of them took me to the doctor when I 
was sick or injured. Not one of them attended my birthday parties. None of them ever read me 
Bible stories or took me to church when I was young. Not one has ever called me or sent me an 
email to encourage me when I was having a bad day. While many of our presidents have surely 
prayed to the Lord for the people of this nation, I doubt if any have ever prayed for me by name. 

It would surprise us greatly if any of our presidents took time to show individual care to us. They
are leading a nation of hundreds of millions of people. They cannot show that kind of care and 
concern for all the individuals in our nation. As we celebrate Christ the King Sunday this 
morning, we rejoice that we have a King who shepherds over not only the United States but over 
all the kingdoms of this world. And we especially rejoice that Christ our King also rules over 
each and every believer. He watches over you as a shepherd watches over his sheep.

Christ Rules All People as a Shepherd

It is an interesting historical exercise to go through the list of presidents and discuss their relative
strengths and weaknesses and try to rank them as to who was the best president. Whoever you 
think were some of our weakest presidents, I am sure that many of the leaders of Judah and Israel
were much worse. Ezekiel was God’s prophet during the time the people of Judah were being 
taken into exile in Babylon. Ezekiel was also taken away from Judah and prophesied from 



Babylon. The final destruction of Jerusalem and the temple happened during Ezekiel’s ministry. 
Let’s just review some of the kings of Judah who were supposed to shepherd God’s people. 
Going in reverse order from the last king of Judah:

Zedekiah – did evil in the eyes of the Lord

Johoiachin – did evil in the eyes of the Lord

Jehoiakim – did evil in the eyes of the Lord

Jehoahaz – did evil in the eyes of the Lord

Josiah – One of the best kings of Judah. Led a reformation and restoration of the worship of the 
Lord alone.

Amon – did evil in the eyes of the Lord

Manasseh – One of the worst kings. Shed innocent blood, promoted Baal and Asherah worship.

Hezekiah – Another great king. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.

Out of the last eight kings of Judah, two of them feared and loved the Lord. Two of them cared 
about their people. The other six were evil, caring only for themselves, promoting evil and 
bloodshed among their people. The believers who were in exile with Ezekiel would have 
suffered not only under the rule of the king of Babylon who captured them, but had been 
suffering for many years under many evil kings of Judah. The Lord comforts his people of all 
time by promising to be the one Shepherd we need even when earthly rulers are weak or evil.

For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 
12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and 

darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I 
will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines

and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain 
heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and 

there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep 
and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD.

About 70 years later the Lord would bring back his people to Jerusalem and Judah. They would 
again be gathered together. They would again live in their own land. They would again return to 
the worship of the Lord and the temple would be rebuilt. 

But this promise goes beyond that time and place. For the Lord himself will gather all who trust 
in Christ into his Holy Christian Church. Christ will rescue us from the darkness of sin and the 
way of death. Christ will feed his Church with his gospel in Word and Sacrament as a shepherd 
leads his sheep to rich pastures of good grazing land. Christ will keep his Church safe so that all 
of his sheep can lie down to rest without fear of any enemy. Since the human shepherds, the 
kings and other rulers would not and could not perfectly protect the people’s faith and eternal 
salvation, Christ is the shepherd sent from God to rule.

And Christ does this for all believers, for the believers in North and South America, for the 
believers in Europe and Africa, for the believers in Asia and Australia and even Antarctica if 



there are believers living there. Christ watches over his people whatever earthly government they
live under – a democratic republic, a monarchy, communism, despotism, or anarchy. Though it 
may look like earthly rulers have all the control, Christ rules over all for the benefit of his body, 
the Church, of which he is the head.

Christ Rules Each Believer as a Shepherd

Our Shepherd rules over all but is also able to give each believer the individual attention that we 
need. He rules each of us through faith. 

I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the 
weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice. 

Among the millions or billions of believers, Christ notices when you or I begin to stray. He sees 
when we are getting lost from the faith we have been given. Maybe we are getting too 
comfortable with a certain sin that threatens to drag us away from Christ. Maybe we get too 
comfortable with avoiding God’s Word and our faith becomes lukewarm. Maybe we are drawn 
toward the philosophies of this age that tell us that loving someone means letting that person do 
whatever they want. Maybe we are lost and straying because we are weighed down by a sin of 
our past and stay away from Christ because we think he is angry with us. Maybe we have 
suffered great physical or emotional injury and wonder why Jesus didn’t stop it. Whatever is 
causing you to be distant from your Savior, know that Christ is searching for you. 

When I look at a flock of sheep, they all look the same to me. I wouldn’t know which sheep was 
missing or if any were. But Jesus knows you by name. He searches for even one lost sheep. Then
he heals us. By his wounds we are healed. By his suffering and death, our sins are forgiven. We 
we are weak, he comes to us in his Word and promises to strengthen us to endure another day, for
we know the glories he has in store for all who trust in him. 

We would be more than a little wary if an earthly government knew everything about us. 
Someone could use that information against us to our harm. But we can rejoice and thank God 
that Christ our King knows everything about us. For he forgives our sins, strengthens us when 
weak and uses all he knows about his believers for our eternal good. There have been good 
earthly rulers but none who gives his perfect life on behalf of his people and always does what is 
good for us.

Next week, we begin the season of Advent. We look forward to hearing about the Savior born for
us who is Christ the Lord. We yearn to hear about the Shepherd who was worshiped by 
shepherds, the baby who was born in the town of David and is of the house and line of David, the
one whom Ezekiel foretold 600 years earlier. This is the one who rules over all and over each one
of us. God said through Ezekiel: I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he 
will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd.

Amen.


