
  

 

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s 
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all. 

April 25, 2021 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 
 
 

The Risen Christ is our Good Shepherd.  
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OPENING HYMN          Welcome Happy Morning   163 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today. It is a supper established by Jesus for his 
disciples. St. Paul further states that the supper is an expression of a oneness of belief and 
faith. If you are not a member of the WELS or ELS, we ask that you please speak with the 
pastor before coming to the altar. Thank you. 
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STAND 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the 
sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in 
your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON     Acts 4:23-33 (NIV84)  
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the 

chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their 

voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven 

and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit 

through the mouth of your servant, our father David: “ ‘Why do the nations rage and the 

peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 

together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.’ 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius 

Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire 

against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and 

will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and 

enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to 

heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant 

Jesus.” 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 32 All the 

believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was 

his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued 

to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 
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PSALM 23  read responsively by the pastor and congregation 
 

The LORD is my shepherd,* 

I shall not be in want. 
 

He makes me lie down in green pastures;* 

he leads me beside quiet waters. 
 

He restores my soul;* 

he guides me in paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake. 
 

Even though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,* 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.* 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 
 

Surely goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life,* 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON     1 John 3:1-2 (NIV84)   
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 

been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we 

shall see him as he is. 
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STAND 

M: The Gospel is from John, chapter  10, beginning at verse 11. 
C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL            John 10:11-18 (NIV84) 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The 

hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, 

he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 

The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am 

the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other 

sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my 

voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me 

is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay 

it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 

again. This command I received from my Father.” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

SERMON       The Good Shepherd   John 10:11-18 
 

OFFERING 

GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS 
 

STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises 

by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to 

rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, 

and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of 

your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and 

glory and praise. 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life 

to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, 

our talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them 

with the hope of eternal life. 

  

 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.) 
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M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

 (Silent prayer.) 

 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy 

hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the 
true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his 
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD      Agnus Dei 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 
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HYMN  The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want   360 
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THANKSGIVING 

STAND 

SONG OF SIMEON       Nunc Dimittis 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for  he is good. 
C: And his mercy endures forever. 

M:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  Amen.  
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Announcements 

In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of 
thanks and petitions for help from his 
people.  Please keep these members and 
families in your prayers.  Contact Pastor to 
add someone to this list. 
Emily Nolte - expecting in October 
Roma Gould and Judy Solem - shut-ins 
 
Wednesday Bible Class 
Our study of the Psalms has resumed at 
7:00 pm on Zoom. 
Zoom ID: 808 954 8574 
 
Building Fund Update 
$19,190 donated as of 4/18/2021. 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday  
For a simple devotional reading plan, 
review the reading for this week on 
Monday - Wednesday. Then read the 
Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday -
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:   
Acts 8:26-40, 1 John 3:18-24, John 15:1-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation - May 2 
The following students will be confirmed 
at the 10:30 service next Sunday:  
Kasharmo Dalay, Samantha Jensen, James 
Norton III, Kyle Twelmeyer, Men Yar,  
Abel Mikele, and Jime Gebreab.  
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
April 25 - May 2 

 Today 8:00 am   Worship—Livestream  
  8:45 am  Sunday School  
  8:45 am  Bible Class 
  8:45 am   Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:30 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  12:00 pm  Nuer Worship 
  1:30 pm  Kunama Worship 
 Monday 4:00 pm  Catechism Tutoring 
 Wednesday 4:30 pm  Catechism Tutoring   
  5:30 pm  Catechism Class 
  7:00 pm  Zoom Bible Class 
 Saturday 8:45 am  Homeless Meal Preparation 
 Sunday  8:00 am   Worship—Livestream 
  8:45 am  Sunday School 
  8:45 am  Bible Class 
  8:45 am  Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:30 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship - Confirmation  
   

Lincoln Heights Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1217 Watrous Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 

Phone: 515-288-3013 
www.LHELC.org 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
 

 
Pastor 

Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 

Secretary 
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 


