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Jesus Is Able to Bless You

Luke 6:17–26 (NIV84) 
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great

number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who 

had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, 19 

and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all. 20 

Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 

laugh. 22 Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your 

name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your 

reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets. 24 “But woe to you who are rich, 

for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. 

Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you,
for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Jesus began to gather his twelve disciples in the gospel for last Sunday. Peter, Andrew, James and John 
were called to full time discipleship after Jesus miraculously filled their nets with fish. Then Jesus 
healed a man with leprosy. Then Jesus healed a paralytic and forgave his sins. Jesus continues by calling 
Matthew (aka Levi) to be a disciple. And then Jesus healed a man with a shriveled hand. It had been an 
action packed time since Jesus began to gather his disciples.

So he goes up on a mountainside and prays throughout the night. The next morning he chooses the 
twelve disciples and designated them as apostles. Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, another James, Simon the Zealot, and two men named Judas. It was an
exciting time to be around Jesus and now these twelve would get to be as close to Jesus as anyone in the 
world. Things would be good from now on. The next events would only serve to confirm their idea that 
being with Jesus was wonderful and exciting.

He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great

number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who 

had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, 19 
and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all. 

This is exciting! People from all over, even from the important city of Jerusalem had come to see Jesus. 
And these disciples were part of Jesus’ entourage. They got to share a bit in the fame of Jesus. Not only 
did Jesus teach amazing things, but he did amazing thing. Jesus healed the sick and drove out demons. 
The disciples got to share a bit in Jesus’ power and glory. This was an amazing start to being a disciple. 
This was a great day. This is probably even beyond what they were hoping for when Jesus called them to
follow him. 

Some today want the Christian life to be like this. They seek excitement, power and victory as followers 
of Jesus. They want to see the power of Jesus at work in their lives. They want to see their business 



prosper, their life change for the better and experience the emotional high those disciples must have 
experienced this day. Life with Jesus should be exciting, happy and blessed.

Certainly Jesus is able to bless us but his blessings are different than what the world considers blessings.

Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 

laugh. 22 Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your 

name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your 
reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets. “But woe to you who are rich, for 

you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. 

Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you,
for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 

Jesus corrects his disciples’ expectations of life with Christ. He pronounces woe on that which the world
considers blessing and blessing on that which the world considers woe. Think about how shocking this 
is to disciples who had experienced some great days with Jesus. Think of how shocking this can be for 
us to hear from Jesus, “Blessed are you who are poor….woe to you who are rich.”

It does not feel like a blessing to be poor. When someone is juggling a budget to pay the bills, they 
probably don’t feel blessed but instead are stressed. If your retirement accounts have taken a big dip, you
probably don’t consider that a blessing. Getting a pay cut or losing a job are not the indication of a 
person blessed by God. We would much rather be blessed and have wealth. It is much easier to say “I am
blessed by God” when you can get whatever you need and many of your wants with your money. But 
Jesus pronounces woe to those who are rich meaning anyone who trusts in their wealth. For wealth can 
provide safety, peace of mind, power, influence, status and more. Jesus tells us that if all we want is a 
good life on this earth, money can provide a pretty good life. But that is all you will get and losing out 
on the kingdom of God is not a blessing.

Instead, the poor are blessed because, “yours is the kingdom of God.” The poor know that money cannot
provide them eternal happiness or security. The poor are not just those without much money, but those 
who know their great need for a Savior from sin. We are poor as we go before God as beggars asking for
his forgiveness. And the poor are blessed with forgiveness through Christ. The poor are blessed with the 
promise of eternal riches through Christ. Those who pursue the wealth of this world may have a good 
life for a time. Those who pursue the forgiveness of Christ will be blessed forever in God’s kingdom.

Another surprising blessing and woe from Jesus is this: Blessed are you who weep now... Woe to you 
who laugh now.

Some people in this world think that Christians are a bunch of fun hating, always frowning people. Jesus
seems to reinforce this idea by pronouncing woe upon those who laugh now. But Jesus is not telling 
believers never to laugh. He is telling us that laughter and fun cannot be the focus of our life. Those who
live only for the pleasures of this world, who only live to be entertained will end up mourning when face
to face with Christ on Judgment Day. Believers who are looking for laughter and fun will find the 
church that entertains them instead of feeds them. They won’t read the Bible because that’s not fun. 
They won’t go to a Bible study because there are more fun things to do. And faith in Christ can be 
replaced by whatever makes me laugh.

The disciples who were having a great day with Jesus are told, “Blessed are you who weep now...” The 
good times will come to and end for the disciples as Jesus’ enemies begin to attack with words and 
eventually with actions. The disciples will weep and mourn when Christ is taken from them, crucified 



and buried. But Jesus promises that those who weep now will laugh in the future. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw Jesus alive again on Easter. Believers, we will weep and mourn in this life. 
Pain and evil will affect our lives. Our loved ones will suffer from illnesses and death. We will suffer 
because of things that happen to us or weep and mourn because of our own foolish sins. Jesus promises 
that we are blessed because we too will laugh. The days of weeping will end. Suffering, pain, evil, sin 
and death itself will end. What can we do except laugh on the day when all that is evil is destroyed? 
Every day will not be great while waiting for heaven, but we are blessed in Christ even as we weep now.

Everything is upside down in God’s kingdom. What the world considers a blessing, Jesus calls a curse. 
What the world considers evil, Jesus turns to a blessing. How can we know that Jesus is able to bless us 
when we are poor, hungry, weeping, persecuted people? It doesn’t look like we are blessed when we 
struggle so much in life.

But look at who promises to bless us. Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He is the one who came down the 
mountain to a crowd of people. He speaks powerful words and back them up with powerful actions. He 
heals the sick and drives out the demons. This is real power. And though this doesn’t always happen, in 
this case he even heals people who merely touched him. 

We may get a little immune to just how amazing it is for Jesus to do all these miracles. But the way he 
does them is even more amazing. He heals by speaking. He doesn’t have to wave his hands around and 
say some magical incantation. He just speaks and diseases and demons flee from him. And he even heals
without saying a word. Those who reached out and touched him were healed too. In fairy tales and 
fictional fantasy stories those with super human powers often have to exert themselves to use their 
powers. They have to try hard to heal someone and after performing some spectacular feat they are often
exhausted. Not so with the very real Jesus Christ. It seems to be no effort at all to heal all kinds of 
diseases. Healing people for Jesus is as easy as walking and talking.

That is enormous power beyond our imaginations or even the imaginations of fictional fantasy writers. 
The One who has this kind of power has promised to bless you. Christ has the power to keep this 
promise to bless us. Instead of seeing things as the world sees them, look at your life through Christ’s 
promise that you are blessed. Trust the One who healed everyone in a crowd by walking and talking. 
When your life looks like failure after failure, trust that you are blessed by the One who rose in victory 
from the dead. Even when it doesn’t look like it, even when it doesn’t feel like it, you are blessed 
through faith in Jesus Christ. He showed his willingness to bless you by going to the cross and his ability
by all his miracles. Trust him for Jesus is able to bless us.

Amen.


