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To Whom Shall We Go?

Dear Friends in Christ,

“Because I said so.” How many of your parents used that line to end a conversation when you were a 
child? How many of you parents have used that line when we run out of good explanations for the why 
questions? “Because I said so.” Many times parents are correct when then use that line. It is often wise 
for children to listen to their parents just because they are parents. Eat your vegetables. Why? Because I
said so. Do your homework, Why? Because I said so. Don’t jump off the roof. Why? Because I said so.
It would be good for a child who listens to parents giving such instructions. 

A child might think eating their vegetables and doing homework are terrible punishments and way too 
hard to do. Not jumping off the roof may seem like a way for parents to keep them from having fun. 
But the wise child will listen to the “Because I said so.”

Christ tells us some difficult things in the Bible. Some are difficult for us to understand. Sometimes we 
do not see the point of following certain instructions from Christ. Sometimes we just don’t like what 
Jesus said and don’t want to believe what he said is true. But we believe and obey what the Bible 
teaches because Jesus said so. Christ is better than any of our parents. He is the Holy One of God and 
never gives wrong instructions. And Christ’s words are better because his are the words of eternal life. 
To whom shall we go?

John 6:60–69 (NIV84) 

On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 61 Aware that 

his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 What if you see 

the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. 

The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not 
believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray

him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has 

enabled him.” 66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 67 

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord,

to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We believe and know that you are the Holy 
One of God.” 

Jesus has been teaching the people that he is the bread of life. He fed the 5,000 with five loaves and 
two fish and then he taught them about spiritual and eternal things. He claimed to be better than Moses 
and the manna that God sent to the people in the wilderness. Christ claimed that the way to get right 
with God was not to keep all the commands of God but rather that God’s work was to believe in Jesus. 
To emphasize this, Jesus told them that they were to completely believe in him and he used the image 
of eating his flesh and drinking his blood. The people were not to look for bread for their bellies but to 
fill themselves on Christ and his word. All of this was difficult for the people to believe. 



Maybe their objections sounded like this:

Jesus looks like a normal male human being. How could he be the Son of God? 

If I believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Jewish leaders are going to pressure me and be against me. I 
might get thrown out of the synagogue. My family might turn against me. It might not be worth it to 
believe in Jesus.

Jesus says some crazy things, things I don’t understand. It is too difficult to believe and understand 
what Jesus says. I’ll just stick with the commandments I can understand even if I can’t keep all of 
them.

John records this sad reaction of those who had been following Jesus.

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

The same pressures to turn back and stop following Jesus exist for us today. The religious leaders are 
not the ones to put pressure on us today. It is the secular society that makes it difficult to follow Jesus 
completely, to believe everything he says in the Scriptures. The secular society we live in is fine with 
Christians as long as we don’t actually believe and practice everything Jesus says in the Bible. But 
there is pressure and will be more pressure in the future to keep silent on what Christ tells us about 
marriage being one man and one woman united for life. There is and will be pressure to stop believing 
and saying that abortion is a sin. There is and will be pressure to turn away from what Jesus says about 
being the only way to the Father.  And many who were brought up in the church have turned away from
the teachings of Jesus that make us different from the world around us. It is just not worth the trouble to
follow Jesus.

And then there are the truly difficult teachings of the Bible. We are going to dive into one of these 
teachings in Wednesday Bible class this fall. God’s providence. When you look at the world, it does not
always look like God is in control, like God is providing for and caring for his creation. There is still 
the pesky covid thing around. Hurricane Ida is about to strike the Gulf Coast 16 years after Katrina did 
the same. Forest fires rage in the west. Innocent people flee to an airport in Afghanistan and are 
murdered along with the US soldiers bravely protecting them. It is the old problem of evil. The Bible 
tells us the God is good, perfect, merciful, compassionate and almighty. How then can such evil exist? 
How can a loving, all powerful God allow such misery in this world, even among his believers? These 
are difficult questions and such questions have led many to turn away from Jesus. 

So why stay with Jesus? Why continue to believe everything he says in the Bible when it makes our 
life more difficult in this world? When such questions arise, remember Peter’s response.

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord,

to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We believe and know that you are the Holy 
One of God.”

To whom will we go if we turn back from Jesus? There is no other option to give what Jesus gives 
because Jesus is who he is. You could read every human philosopher and gain some wisdom and 
understanding. But only Christ has words of eternal life. His words are not mere words but are 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to change lives for eternity. His words of forgiveness proclaimed by one 
Christian to another actually forgive sins. His words of institution proclaimed in Holy Communion do 
what he says. For his body is truly present and his blood is truly given for the forgiveness of sins. Other
philosophers, poets, writers and thinkers throughout the world’s history give us beautiful stories and 



interesting ways of thinking. But Jesus’ words have power when he spoke them and power when his 
word is proclaimed today, power to forgive, power to give eternal life. 

Some will try to compromise and believe in Jesus for eternal life and forgiveness but not believe 
everything Jesus taught. At least those who turned back from Jesus in John 6 were intellectually honest.
They didn’t like what Jesus said about some things so they turned away completely. We can’t only 
follow part of Jesus. We can’t only believe some of what he gives us in the Bible. Christ is our Savior. 
Faith in him is the only way to eternal life. And this saving faith will also believe what he says about 
everything else because Jesus said it. 

Peter calls Jesus the Holy One of God. Not only do we listen to Christ because he is our salvation. We 
listen because he is perfect and holy. Jesus does not misspeak or make mistakes. He doesn’t get the 
facts mixed up or give us bad advice. Everything he tells us is trustworthy and true. So even if I don’t 
understand it now, I believe it. Even if it doesn’t seem to match what I see in this world, I trust Christ 
because he said so. 

I think of Christians who face the very real threat of physical harm and death because they follow 
Christ. Afghanistan is just the most recent example. Why don’t Christians under such threats simply 
turn away from Jesus and go along with the religion or non religion of those in power? It could save 
their lives and the lives of their children. But the Spirit has brought them to believe in Jesus and to 
know Jesus as the Holy One of God. In Jesus, they have a Savior who gives them eternal life. There is 
no one else to go to for eternal life. May the Spirit give us faith like that throughout our lives so that we
give Peter’s answer when tempted to turn away from Jesus. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.

Amen.


