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When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles Himself

Luke 19:28–40 (NIV84) 
After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage 
and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go 
to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’” 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They replied, “The Lord 
needs it.” 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went 
along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the place where the road goes 
down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for 
all the miracles they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in 
heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

Dear Friends in Christ,

You might be thinking that something is a little off today. Either the pastor read the wrong Gospel 
lesson for today or someone is playing a joke on us. It is the beginning of Advent. We are supposed to 
be hearing about Jesus when he returns to judge the living and the dead. We are supposed to be hearing 
about Jesus who was born near Bethlehem and had a manger for his first bed. The Gospel lesson I read 
is about Palm Sunday. That is months away, in March or April. Why are we looking at Palm Sunday in 
the season of Advent?

Because Advent is all about the arrival of Jesus. Through the four Sundays of Advent this year, we will 
consider what happens when the Lord comes near to his people. The account of Palm Sunday shows us 
how the Lord is able to be near his people and how he is able to save his people. When the Lord comes 
near, He humbles himself.

So He Can Be Near Us

When Adam and Eve fell into sin the relationship between mankind and God changed dramatically. 
They were now afraid of God. They hid from God. They did not want God to come near to them 
anymore. This became the reality for all who are born in the line of Adam. Every sinful human has this 
reaction of terror and desire to hide from the Holy Lord God. And there is good reason for a sinner to 
keep their distance from God. 

After God brought the Israelites out of Egypt he gathered them at Mount Sinai to give them the Ten 
Commandments. The Lord set boundaries for the people. They were to gather at the foot of the 
mountain but they were not to step foot on the mountain. Anyone who dared to cross the line and 



approach the Lord on the mountain was to be put to death. If the Israelites would not enforce this 
boundary, the Lord himself would break out against them. There must be distance between the Holy 
God and sinful humans. Do you think the people of Israel understood that God was serious about the 
Ten Commandments and other laws he proclaimed from Mount Sinai?

Five hundred years later, King David was moving the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem. The ark had a 
cover with two angels (cherubim) on top. This was the place of the Lord in the tabernacle and later in 
the temple. It was the seat of God. To move the ark, it was placed on a new cart and pulled by oxen. 
One of the oxen stumbled and a man named Uzzah reached up to steady the ark. He dared to touch the 
seat of God and the Lord struck him down. Uzzah died on the spot. Do you think David and those with 
him understood that getting too close to God, even touching something God touched, was extremely 
dangerous? 

We tend to underestimate the gap between sinful man and the Holy God. We either think that our sin is 
not so bad or that God is not actually serious about his commands. What if you treated your 
grandmother’s house that way? You play out in the mud and probably step in a bit of manure on the 
farm. Then you walk into grandma’s house, across the new carpet and put you muddy, manure stained 
boots up on her new couch. You might not die that day but it might be close. When we take our sin 
lightly it is like walking into God’s house with the mud of our sin being tracked all over. We don’t think
the manure of the lust and evil desires in our hearts smells bad, but it stinks. We don’t notice the putrid 
stench of our pride and arrogance and jealousy but God does. No, we sinners cannot come near to God. 
We would die if we came face to face with the Holy Lord God.

And the Holy God cannot come near to us or we would die. So the Holy God comes near to us in the 
person of Jesus Christ. The Son of God humbles himself so that he can come near to us. The disciples 
were not scared to talk to Jesus on Palm Sunday. They were not scared to touch him or prepare the colt 
for him to ride upon. Jesus humbled himself so that he could be near the disciples. The crowds lined the
coronation parade, waving palm branches and laying their garments in the road. They did not run and 
hide from the Holy God who rode on the colt into Jerusalem. For Jesus is God in the flesh. Jesus 
humbled himself so as to not make full use of his divine power and glory. Then and only then could he 
come near to us without us fainting in terror at the sight of God. 

Another time Jesus was in a crowd and a woman reached out and touched Jesus’ clothing. But she did 
not die like Uzzah for touching what God touched. For the Son of God humbled himself so that he 
could come near to us and we could be near to him. Instead of death, the woman was healed.

Jesus arrived in Jerusalem for the same reason. He came to heal, to save all people. In order to come to 
us he humbled himself and in order to save us he would humble himself even more. 

So He Can Save Us

When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of 
disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38 “Blessed is 
the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”



Jesus humbled himself to come near his people and the people on this day praised him as their king. 
They recognized Jesus as coming in the name of the Lord by his miracles. They proclaimed something 
very similar to the angels who announced Christ’s birth three decades earlier. “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14). Palm Sunday was a high 
point of Jesus’ ministry. Why not stay in that moment? Why not reveal himself as the Son of God at the
end of this parade?

Because the Lord Jesus not only wanted to be near his people for a little while. Christ humbled himself 
to save sinners for all of eternity. And so, the coronation parade on Palm Sunday did not culminate with
Jesus receiving a beautiful crown to the praise of all in Jerusalem. Though many praised him on 
Sunday, many would condemn him on Friday. On that day Christ received the crown of thorns and his 
throne was a cross upon which the Son of God would die. He humbled himself to the point of death, 
even death on the cross, to save sinners. 

The filth and stench of our sins has been washed by the innocent blood of Christ shed on the cross. The 
punishment due for our tracking mud through God’s house was paid by Christ. He humbled himself to 
death to save us from the wages of our sin. Christ humbled himself to save us. 

Because of Christ, we will one day stand before the Holy God without terror. We will look on the face 
of God and not die. We will be around the throne of God and not fear to touch what God has touched. 
Instead, we will praise our Savior just as the angels sang on Christmas and the crowds cried out on 
Palm Sunday. “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in
the highest!”

The Pharisees play the role of Scrooge in this account as the say something like “Bah, humbug! 
Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” The world we live in also tries to silence the clear message of 
Christmas, the message of God coming near people to save sinners. Traditions like Santa and the elf on 
the shelf become more important than Christ for many at this time of year. A good Christmas for many 
means being able to buy everyone the gift they want instead of everyone praising the Son of God 
together. The sinful world wants to slowly push Christ out of the month of December completely so 
that we just have some winter break to gather with family and exchange gifts and eat food. 

What happens if the world around us stops praising Christ and we become silent as well? Jesus gives 
the Pharisees/Scrooge the answer. “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

Don’t let the stones be the ones to praise Christ this Advent and Christmas. Our humble Savior 
deserves all our praise for coming near to us and saving us so that we can be near to God forever. 

Amen.


