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Get to Know Jesus by Listening

1 Samuel 3:1–10 (NIV84) 
The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was 
rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he 
could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD 
called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 6 
Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you
called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 7 Now Samuel did not 
yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called 
Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and
if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down 
in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Dear Friends in Christ,

A wonderful way to get to know someone is to spend time in conversation with them. Ask 
questions. Listen to stories of their life. Tell them about your life experiences and listen to their 
response. Work on issues in the world together. Listen to their perspectives. Conversation is how 
we normally get to know someone. We talk and they listen. They talk and we listen. 

Sometimes we might like it to work this way with the Lord our God. We talk and he responds. 
We ask questions and he gives answers. Wouldn’t it be great to have God’s phone number so you
could call him anytime and pick his brain about some decision you are trying to make? There are
many so called Christian teachers who claim that every Christian should be able to have a 
conversation with God just like that. They claim that any Christian can learn to listen to God’s 
voice in their head. Some will give you steps to take so that you, too, can hear the voice of God 
speak directly to you. One such teacher has a church of some 30,000 in California in addition to 
their many campuses around the world and millions of social media followers. He gives these 
five ways to hear God speak to you.1 

1. Withdraw – get in a quiet place

I guess God can’t speak loud enough to be heard over distractions.

2. Wait – calm your body and mind and emotions

This sounds a lot like transcendental meditation and when you empty your mind, it is not 
God’s voice that will fill it.

3. Read the Word of God

This is the only step I agree with and the one we will talk about today.

1  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MkxaUoFPbw (From Saddleback Church YouTube published July 7, 2015)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MkxaUoFPbw


4. Write down the insights I receive

It is as if this teacher thinks every Christian is an inspired prophet or apostle.

5. Review regularly what God has taught me

He does not mean from God’s Word but from your own head, what you heard from God 
directly. 

It is tempting to want to hear from God directly as Samuel does, but the Lord has chosen a 
different way to communicate with almost every believer in history. We get to know Jesus by 
listening to his written Word.

God Spoke to Samuel Directly 

Consider how Samuel got to know the Lord. At a very young age, Samuel was brought to the 
tabernacle of God and entrusted to the high priest, Eli. Samuel grew up observing Eli and the 
religious festivals and sacrifices at the tabernacle. He heard the Word of God as had been written 
by Moses – the commandments and promises of a Savior. But our text tells us:

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

Samuel knew the Lord from the written Word and from the worship practices he was immersed 
in. But Samuel had not heard the voice of God in his ears. He was not expecting God to speak so 
that he could actually hear. He had not followed the steps of withdrawing to a quiet place, 
waiting with an empty mind and writing down his thoughts to hear from God. The Lord chose to 
speak to Samuel without Samuel even asking. When the Lord actually speaks to a human it is 
because the Lord chooses to do so. There is no preparation or training or request by the human to
hear from God. God picks them as his prophet. The Lord chose Jeremiah and John the Baptist 
before they were even born to hear from God as prophets of the Lord.

To expect God to talk to me directly as he spoke to Samuel ignores the history of God’s 
interactions with humans. He only did this for a very few people in all of history. To expect such 
a conversation with God directly is foolish and arrogant. God did not speak to the prophets in the
Old Testament because they wanted to be his prophets. Samuel certainly did not. He was still a 
youth. Three times the Lord called to him and three times he thought Eli was calling him. Samuel
was not attempting to hear from God. Eli finally figured it out.

So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is 

listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood there, 
calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.” 

The Lord continued to speak to Samuel directly after this day and Samuel would speak to the 
people on behalf of the Lord. We cannot and should not expect to be like Samuel. However, we 
can have the same attitude as Samuel and say to the Lord, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
God spoke through Samuel and Moses and the other prophets to give us the Old Testament. God 
spoke through the evangelists and apostles to give us the New Testament. Only in the Bible can 
we now listen to God speak today. 

God Speaks to Us in the Bible

Martin Luther captured the meaning of the Third Commandment beautifully when he wrote: “We



should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and the Word, but regard it as holy 
and gladly hear and learn it.” When we gladly hear and learn God’s Word we are listening to the 
voice of God. The Bible is the very Word of God, given to men through the Holy Spirit. If you 
really want to hear from Jesus, listen to the written Word of God. 

Those who want to hear directly from God usually want some specific answers to specific 
questions. What career should I pursue? What should I study in school? Should we move to a 
new house or stay where we are? During a pandemic there are many questions. Should I worship 
at church or worship from home? Should I send my kids to school or have them learn virtually? 
Should I go to work or stay home or change jobs? Should I visit my family or not? Wouldn’t it be
wonderful to have God simply tell us what decisions to make? But he doesn’t always give us the 
specifics. 

Instead we get to know the will of our Lord and Savior by listening to the written Word of God. I
was speaking with someone recently about a pastor they know. No matter what topic is being 
discussed, this pastor can quote a Bible passage or Bible story that applies to the topic. Over a 
lifetime of listening to the Word of God, he knows Jesus and his Word well enough not to have to
use google to search for the Bible passage that applies. Now, many of us still have to look up 
passages and find Bible stories in the concordance or google. Do not be ashamed to look up 
things in your Bible. That is how you will learn to know Jesus better. But make it a goal for life 
to have read and heard the entire Bible many times so that you can also apply the Word of God to
any situation in life. 

So, how do we make decisions during a pandemic or at any time in life? The written Word of 
God must guide us. I have not seen anything in the Bible that tells us whether we should have 
church only in person or only online. I have not seen anything in the Bible that tells us what 
should be done with schools or work or visiting family. But the Fourth Commandment tells us to 
obey our governing authorities so where the government has made laws, we follow as long as 
those laws do not go against the Word of God. The Fifth Commandment tells us not to hurt or 
harm our neighbor so we do what we can to avoid bringing harm to our neighbors. The Eighth 
Commandment tells us not to give false testimony against our neighbors, and as Luther 
explained to take their words and actions in the kindest possible way. 

As we make decisions in life, let us especially remember the Eighth Commandment. For another 
Christian might just make a different decision. As long as there is no clear Word of God on that 
decision, we must be careful not to judge others as weak or careless or thoughtless or foolish 
because they decided something different. Our sinful nature wants to look down on others and 
judge them as lesser Christians. Times like we are in now call for patience and love and 
understanding for each other. 

What if our sinful nature gets the upper hand and we are not patient or loving? What if we make 
a decision in life and later learn from the Word of God that it was a clearly sinful decision? What 
if we out of selfishness or neglect cause harm to our neighbor? It is at times like this, when our 
sin and weaknesses are before us and weighing heavy upon us that we need to know Jesus even 
more. For the Lord, our God, who gave us his Word in written form, tells us what he does for 
sinners.  

“The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” (Mark 10:45) 



“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) 

“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I am the worst.” (1 Timothy 1:15) 

“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(Romans 5:8) 

“For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” (Psalm 
103:11–12) 

You do not need to go through training or some 5 step process to know what God is saying to 
you. God continues to speak through his written Word. The law will convict and guide us. The 
gospel will comfort and forgive us. And if you ever think you need more than God has recorded 
for us, you haven’t read the Bible enough. For the more you read the more clearly you will know 
Jesus and his unending love and compassion for you.

Amen.


