
  

 

5th Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

Confirmation 

The intimate connection to our risen Lord wrought by the 
gospel means of grace has rich consequences for our life 

with him even now.  
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OPENING HYMN  Lord,  ‘Tis Not that I Did Choose You  380 
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STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 
what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON     Acts 8:26-40 (NIV84)  
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an 

Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen 

of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home 

was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, 

“Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  
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30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do 

you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless 

someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The 

eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his 

humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life 

was taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the 

prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very 

passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along 

the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why 

shouldn’t I be baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 

the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out 

of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not 

see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and 

traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

PSALM 67   
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SECOND LESSON     1 John 3:18-24 (NIV84)   
Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19 This 

then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his 

presence 20 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he 

knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence 

before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands 

and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, 

Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 Those who obey his 

commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We 

know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

 

STAND 
 

M: The Gospel is from John, chapter  15, beginning at verse 1. 
C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL            John 15:1-8 (NIV84) 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 

more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 

remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; 

you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing.  
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6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 

such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and 

my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to 

my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

APOSTLES’ CREED     (8:00 & 9:30 am)  

 I believe in God the Father almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

BE SEATED 

HOLY BAPTISM        (9:30 am) 

 

HYMN  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It    (ELH 246) 
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5. There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure! 
 Open-eyed my grave is staring; Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 
 I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of Paradise! 
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SERMON   The True Vine   John 15:1-8 

OFFERING 

CONFIRMATION EXAMINATION     (10:30 am) 

These students have spent many hours learning God’s Word and in a way this examination will 
show what they know.  They will publicly declare the faith given to them and grown in them by 
the Holy Spirit.  May their answers today remind you of the basics of the Christian faith given to 
you by the Holy Spirit as well. 
 

STAND 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Heavenly Father, we praise you for calling us out of the world of the spiritually dead 

and into your holy Church. Strengthen our faith that we may bear fruit that will last. 

C: Through the Bible and Holy Communion tighten our grip on the eternal life 

that became ours when you brought us to faith in baptism. 

M:  Show us the sins and errors we must run away from, and inspire us to pursue your 

word with all our might to move on the final victory. 

C:  We praise you for the opportunity to learn Christian doctrine through 

catechism classes, Sunday School, worship and home devotions. 

M:  Surround the young people who will be confirmed in our congregation today with 

your love and mercy. Protect them from the schemes and lies of Satan. Help them to 

be faithful even unto death. 

C:  Help us all to remain faithful students of your word, growing day by day in 

faith and love for you and for one another. 

M:  We praise you for placing us in a land of freedom and opportunity, where we may 

worship you openly and confess our faith without fear. Raise up good rulers in every 

land, push back the darkness of hatred and evil intent, and bring justice and peace to 

all nations. 

C: Guide and protect those who serve in the armed forces and those who maintain 

peace and safety in our communities. 

M:  Deliver all who are trapped in despair, aid all who lack good employment, unburden 

all who suffer anxiety about the future, give hope to all who have a fear of death, 

and bring the Gospel to people in every place. Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our 

private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 
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M: We ask all things, trusting that you have heard us in the name of Jesus Christ who 
taught us to pray… 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
 

HYMN  Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense   167 (p. 12)  
 
RITE OF CONFIRMATION      (10:30 am) 
 
 Kasharmo Mikele Dalay    John 8:31-32 

If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 
Samantha Belle Jensen    John 10:27-28 

 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them 
 eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 

 
James Arthur Norton III    Romans 8:28 
We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 

 
Kyle Alan Twelmeyer    Ephesians 2:8-9  
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God not by works, so that no one can boast. 

    
 Men Kir Yar      John 15:5 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
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Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s 
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all. 

Abel Ali Mikele     Joshua 1:9 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go. 
 
Jime Israel Gebreab     Romans 1:16 
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and 
bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 

C: Amen. 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  May the God of Our Father  597 (next page) 

All materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722518. 
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
May 2 - 9 

 Today 8:00 am   Worship—Livestream 
  8:45 am  Bible Class 
  8:45 am  Sunday School 
  8:45 am  Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:30 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship with Confirmation 
 Wednesday 7:00 pm  Zoom Bible Class 
 Saturday 8:45 am  Homeless Meal Preparation 
 Sunday  8:00 am   Worship—Livestream  
  8:45 am  Bible Class 
  8:45 am  Sunday School 
  8:45 am  Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:30 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  12:00 pm  Nuer Worship 
  1:30 pm  Kunama Worship  

Lincoln Heights Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1217 Watrous Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 

Phone: 515-288-3013 
www.LHELC.org 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
 

 
Pastor 

Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 

Secretary 
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 
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Announcements 

In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of 
thanks and petitions for help from his 
people.  Please keep these members and 
families in your prayers.  Contact Pastor to 
add someone to this list. 
Emily Nolte - expecting in September 
Angelee Kauzlarich - expecting in October 
Wenjing Zhang - expecting in December 
Roma Gould and Judy Solem - shut-ins 
 
Baptism Today 
Hannah Mae Covell, daughter of David 
and Ashley Covell, was born Friday, April 
23. She will be baptized into the Christian 
faith this morning.  We rejoice that the 
Lord has made Hannah a forgiven child of 
God and has written her name in the Book 
of Life. 
 
Wednesday Bible Class 
A study of the Psalms, 7:00 pm on Zoom.  
Zoom ID: 808 954 8574  
 
Building Fund Update 
$19,395 donated as of 4/25/2021. 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, 
review the reading for this week on 
Monday - Wednesday.  Then read the 
Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday -
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:   
Acts 11:19-26, 1 John 4:1-11,  
John 15:9-17 
 
 
 

May Forward in Christ 
This month’s issue can be found at  
forwardinchirst.net.or on the table outside 
the sanctuary. 
Here are some notable articles from the 
May issue. 
 

This month’s WELS Connection highlights 
the blessings of being together in church 
for public worship.  President Mark 
Schroeder talks about the impact of 
COVID-19 on public worship and ministry 
and the effort it will take to return to 
normal.  Find this on page 6. 
 

Several articles show the importance of 
personal witnessing in a Christian’s life, as 
we follow Jesus’ ascension directive “Go 
and make disciples.” Don’t miss “God 
makes it grow” on page 5, “Share the 
gospel” on page 12 and “Their message to 
us” on page 30. 
 

While many in WELS congregations know 
the story of Pentecost and how the apostles 
scattered to share what they “have seen and 
heard”, members may not be aware how 
the true Word continued to spread after the 
death of the last apostle.  Prof. Dan Balge 
digs into this topic in church history and 
how we are still a part of that story today.  
Read this on page 10. 
 

And finally, what makes a work good? Go 
to page 26 and find out in “please explain”. 
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Find Us on Facebook - 
www.facebook.com/lhelc 
Like us to follow our updates.  Then share 
and leave comments so others will also see. 
More likes, shares and comments means 
more people will see the post. 
 
Connecting WELS Members 
The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod offers several ways to connect 
members through social media:  
facebook.com/welslutherans 
Twitter.com/welstweets 
Instagram.com/welslutherans 
Vimeo.com/wels 
 
Electronic Giving 
There are forms on the sign up table in the 
entry if you are interested in giving your 
regular offerings electronically. 
 
Homeless Ministry 
We are always looking for more people to 
help prepare and distribute meals for the 
homeless.  We meet Saturday mornings at 
8:45 am to prepare the meals and Sunday 
mornings at 8:45 am to distribute meals. 
Talk to Paul Menzel if you have any 
questions. 
 
Donate Your Meditations Books 
Instead of recycling the Meditations books 
when you are finished with them, bring 
them back to church. Drop them off in the 
office and we will distribute them to the 
homeless along with meals. Thanks. 
 

 

 

Celebrate MLC DAY—May 5th! 
Join us to support and encourage Martin 

Luther College graduates as they prepare to 

serve as gospel ministers for our 

congregations and schools.  

 Pray for  our  students, faculty, and 
staff, and for MLC’s mission of 
training the next generation of called 
workers to share the gospel with the 
world. Write a prayer for the seniors in 
general, or for an individual graduating 
senior and send it to mlcday@mlc-
wels.edu.  

 Share a message of suppor t or  
gratitude for a senior. Take a selfie 
with your message (printable signs are 
available at mlcday.com), and send it to 
mlcday@mlc-wels.edu or post it on 
Facebook or Instagram using 
#MLCDAY20. 

 Give a gift to MLC. Your  donation 
will directly assist MLC students by 
helping us fund 100 Congregational 
Partner Grants at $1,000 per student. 
This will allow more seniors to be 
celebrating this day in years to come! 

MLC will be posting photos and stories, 
special giving incentives, and progress 
reports on the MLC Facebook page. For 
more information, visit us online at 
mlcday.com 

mailto:mlcday@mlc-wels.edu
mailto:mlcday@mlc-wels.edu
http://mlcday.com/
mailto:mlcday@mlc-wels.edu
http://mlcday.com/
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Martin Luther explained the Luther 

Seal in a letter dated  

July 8, 1530 

Grace and peace in Christ! 

Honorable, kind, dear Sir and Friend! 

Since you ask whether my seal has 

come out correctly, I shall answer 

most amiably and tell you of those 

thoughts which now come to my 

mind about my seal as a symbol of 

my theology. 

There is first to be a cross, black and 

placed in a heart, which should be 

of its natural color, so that I myself would be reminded that faith in the Crucified 

saves us. For if one believes from the heart he will be justified. Even though it is a 

black cross, which mortifies and which also should hurt us, yet it leaves the heart in its 

natural color and does not ruin nature; that is, the cross does not kill but keeps man 

alive. For the just man lives by faith, but by faith in the Crucified One. Such a heart is to 

be in the midst of a white rose, to symbolize that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace; in 

a word it places the believer into a white joyful rose; for this faith does not give peace 

and joy as the world gives and, therefore, the rose is to be white and not red, for white 

is the color of the spirits and of all the angels. Such a rose is to be in a sky-blue field, 

symbolizing that such joy in the Spirit and in faith is a beginning of the future 

heavenly joy; it is already a part of faith, and is grasped through hope, even though 

not yet manifest. And around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that in heaven such 

blessedness lasts forever and has no end, and in addition is precious beyond all joy 

and goods, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal. 

May Christ, our dear Lord, be with your spirit until the life to come. Amen. 


