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“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their 
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and 
put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus 
said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all 
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”” (Mark 
12:41–44, NIV84) 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Two weeks ago, we saw how our giving comes from hearts that are opened by the gospel. Last week we 
were encouraged by Paul to open our minds and think about how and how much to give. Today we see 
the example of a widow who gives sacrificially. She loves the Lord who first loved her. She has a desire 
to give and she opens her hands to drop two coins in the offering. We ask the Lord today to open our 
hands to give sacrificially like the poor widow.

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their 
money into the temple treasury.

What Jesus does and when he does it are both surprising. First, Jesus is watching people put money into 
the offering box. They did not pass a plate, but had a box that people could walk up to and drop in their 
temple offering. In a way it was more private because once the money was in the box, no one could see 
or tell how much you gave. But it was also more public because anyone could sit and watch like Jesus 
was doing. And it was also easy to tell how much someone dropped into the box because they did not 
use paper money. Coins make noise when they drop into a pile of other coins. More noise draws 
attention because the person at the box just made a big contribution. And Jesus was watching.

This must be very important because Jesus takes time during a very busy week to people watch at the 
offering box. It is Holy Week, Tuesday to be exact. On Thursday he will be arrested and on Friday he 
will be nailed to a cross. We could think of a few other things that might be more important than 
watching the offerings come to the temple. He only has a couple of days left to teach his disciples and 
the crowds and prepare for his crucifixion. But on Tuesday of Holy Week, Jesus watches. It must be 
important.

Mark tells us what Jesus sees:  Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and 
put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.

It seems that the givers were following the principle of proportional giving. The wealthy gave a 
proportion of their income which was a large amount. The poor widow gives a proportion of hers which 
is a very small amount. But Jesus sees more than the others watching the offering that day. He hears 
more than just how many coins fell into the offering box. He is watching the heart of the giver. For 
though the rich opened their hand to drop a large number of coins, they kept one hand closed around the 



rest of their wealth. The widow opened both hands and dropped in all she had. 

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.”

What does Jesus see when he watches our offerings? It is a little more difficult to give to be seen like the
rich were doing at the temple. Unless you bring in a few hundred dollar coins and drop them in the plate.
People would notice that. But a check with an extra zero or two is does not look or sound any different 
in an offering envelope than a dollar bill. It weighs about the same too. Giving in our church to be seen 
doesn’t work very well because only a few people might know part of what you give. As pastor, I try not
to know and so far have remained fairly ignorant. But Jesus is watching. 

Is our giving to place we get our caffeine, sugar drink or alcohol getting more of our money that we are 
willing to open our hands and give to the Lord? Are we willing to give up some every day luxuries so 
we can go to an event or vacation but never considered giving something up to give a special offering 
for missions? Do we save up a portion of our income for our future, for our retirement but not consider 
that an offering to the Lord is an investment in someone’s eternal future?

Have we given all we have to live on to the Lord? Jesus sets before his disciples and before us an 
impossible example to follow. Who of us can give like this widow? Who could give more than she gave?
Jesus can and Jesus did. Christ is richer than all the rich people who dropped their large offerings in the 
temple box that day. Christ is more wealthy than all the billionaires of the world now and all the rich 
who have ever lived. Christ owns all the silver and gold and the cattle on a thousand hills. As we have 
repeated in our liturgy these three Sundays, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” Christ made it 
all and owns it all. He gave it all up to be born to be our Savior. Instead of a throne in a palace Christ 
had an animal feed trough in a stable and later a cross at the place of the skull. Instead of a royal crown 
he took on a crown of thorns. Instead of his Father’s adoration and love, he took on our sin and his 
Father’s wrath for sin. Instead of being counted as perfect like he was, Christ was considered a sinner. 
He who was richer than all became poorer than the poor widow. 

By this sacrifice, Christ has made us rich. Their is nothing more valuable than the blood of the Son of 
God. There is nothing more precious than the holy, innocent blood of Christ. And this blood was shed 
for you, to give you the riches of eternal life. By faith, you have Christ and you have forgiveness and 
you have eternal life. You are rich.

The poor widow was rich in faith and it showed as she sacrificed her two small coins to give her gift at 
the temple. We are also rich in faith in Christ. So how will we give sacrificially? Look for ways you can 
give up something in your life so that you can give to the Lord. Maybe it is giving up a night out with 
friends so you can give that $20 or $50 as a special gift. Maybe it is cutting down on the runs to the 
coffee shop or liquor store. Maybe you want to give a gift to the Lord and it means you modify your 
vacation plans. Ask yourself, “What could I give up or cut back on so that I can give a gift to the Lord 
who became poor to make me rich?”

I want to give you some options beyond regular offering for such sacrificial gifts. As a congregation, we 



decide how much we want to give to our synod (WELS) to carry out the work we cannot do as one 
congregation in Iowa. Our congregational mission offering is pooled together with the offerings from 
some 1,200 congregations. This is used to train pastors and teachers, to send missionaries to start new 
congregations in the United States and send missionaries to serve in countries throughout the world. 
This year, Lincoln Heights has committed to send $15,000 for this gift. When you put an amount under 
“Missions” on your offering envelope, all of it goes towards this gift. If the total given at the end of the 
year is only $14,000 we would add $1,000 from the general fund to reach our commitment. But if the 
amount you give is more, as it has been in recent years, we send all of what is given. 

If each household in our congregation gave $9 a month more to missions we could send an additional 
$10,000 to the synod bringing the total to $25,000. To me, that is exciting because that means more 
resources to train people to teach and preach in this country and throughout the world. It is an 
investment in the eternal futures of people we have never met. Give up one lunch out to get the Gospel 
to more people. That sounds like a good sacrifice to me. 

But maybe there is something else that you would rather open your hands to give to. If you are 
concerned about abortion and life issues there is Christian Life Resources 
(https://christianliferesources.com/ ). If you want to help people affected by disasters in the world check 
our WELS Christian Aid and Relief (https://wels.net/serving-others/christian-aid-relief/). Maybe you 
want to help people with ongoing humanitarian needs, then look at WELS Kingdom Workers 
(https://kingdomworkers.com/). Maybe you want to help with medical needs in Africa and support 
CAMM, Central Africa Medical Mission (http://www.camm.us/). And there are many more great ways 
to give special gifts to the Lord to help others and bring the Gospel to more people.

You’ve probably heard the phrase, “Give until it hurts.” That is not what Jesus teaches us today. The 
poor widow did not give until it hurt. She was happy to be at the temple, thankful to be able to give any 
offering. And now she is rich beyond what we can now know. She probably didn’t even know it at the 
time, but her Savior was sitting in front of her that Tuesday. In three days he would give up everything 
on the cross to make her rich. Jesus’ sacrifice made us spiritually rich too. So with open hearts and open 
minds, we willingly, gladly open our hands to give to the Lord who gave all for us.

Amen.
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