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Parables: The Weeds and the Wheat

Dear Friends in Christ, 

My daughter and I planted tulip bulbs in the fall. And now those bulbs have sprouted and green stuff is breaking
through the dirt! As far as I can tell, almost every bulb is growing. It is exciting to see what God can do with a 
bulb or a seed planted in some good soil. Soon we hope to see some flower buds and beautiful tulips in bloom. 
But I also know that in the place where we planted the tulips, other green things will begin to grow soon. Weeds
will try to take over the flower bed. But there is an easy solution. Pull the weeds. It is easy to see the difference 
between a tulip and a weed. Just pull the weeds and leave the tulips in the ground. Problem solved. 

Jesus sets a parable before us tonight about weeds and wheat. The wheat is desirable. The weeds are not. But the
problem is that the weeds and the wheat are very similar in appearance as they grow. Listen for the patience of 
the farmer in this parable and see the patience of our Lord. 

Matthew 13:24-30 (EHV)
He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25 But while people were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 
When the plants sprouted and produced heads of grain, the weeds also appeared. 27 The servants of the owner 
came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where did the weeds come from?’ 28 He 
said to them, ‘An enemy did this.’ The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather up the weeds?’ 29 
‘No,’ he answered, ‘because when you gather up the weeds, you might pull up the wheat along with them. 30 
Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “First, gather up the weeds, 
bind them in bundles, and burn them. Then, gather the wheat into my barn.”’

It is easy to identify the meaning of this parable. If you keep reading in Matthew, Jesus himself tells us about 
the parts of this parable. The farmer is Jesus. The enemy is the devil. The wheat seeds are believers. The weed 
seeds are unbelievers and the angels are the harvesters. Identifying each part of the parable is easy but what is 
Jesus teaching us by this earthly story with a heavenly meaning? 

When we look around this world, we see what the servants in the parable saw. We see the weeds of this world, 
the wicked and the evil and the unbelievers. We look and see corrupt governments and wicked dictators who 
oppress and murder their citizens. We look and see pirates and terrorists who sometimes act in the name of a 
false god. We see people flaunt their freedom to sin against every one of God’s commandments. We see false 
teachers claim to be Christian but use their position to lie, deceive and defraud the people who trust them. 
Maybe we don’t have to look far into the world to see evil and unbelief. It might be the neighbor or coworker 
who is actively opposed to Christ. Maybe it is someone related to us who thinks all this talk about Jesus is 
foolishness. 

So we look around at the world and ask the Lord, “Did you not sow good seed in your field? Where did the 
weeds come from?” This is one temptation for believers looking upon a world of sin. Did God make a mistake? 
Maybe the Lord didn’t or doesn’t know what he is doing? Maybe the Lord is not good. This first temptation is 
to see God as somehow the source of evil in this world. Either the Lord is not wise enough to make a world 
without sin and unbelievers or he is not strong enough to fix it. Either way we blame God for the evil and 
unbelief of the world. Jesus tells us to repent of this thinking for God is not the source of evil. “An enemy did 
this” is the farmer’s response in the parable. The devil is the source of evil in this world. The devil sowed 
unbelief into the world not long after this world was created.

God was not at fault when Adam and Eve trusted the devil instead of the Lord who made them. Adam and Eve 
were at fault for bringing sin and death into the perfect world. And now all people are born into the sin of Adam.
All people are born as seeds of the evil one, born as unbelievers and enemies of God. This is not God’s fault 



either. The devil is the source of evil and unbelief and every human (except Christ) is born on the side of evil 
and unbelief. 

God is not the source of evil. He is, instead, the source of all good. For the Lord took us bad seeds and changed 
us into good seeds. He took us when we were still sinners and forgave our sins through Christ. He took us when 
were were his enemies and made us his friends, his family. He converted us through the good news that Christ 
has overcome the devil by his death and resurrection. We are the wheat in the field of this world. We are good 
seed through faith in Christ. Thanks be to God!

But now comes the second temptation. What are we going to do with all the weeds in the world? Wouldn’t it be 
better if everyone was like me instead of being a bad seed? Christians throughout history have tried to create 
completely Christian communities. The monastery movement was supposed to gather like minded Christians to 
live in communities and serve God away from the influence of the bad seeds of this world. Some Christians in 
the early church decided the best way to avoid the evil of the world was to socially distance themselves from 
almost everyone. These hermits lived in the desert or wildness away from the bad seeds of the world. Maybe 
Christians today try to surround themselves only with other Christians, do business with Christian companies 
only and as much as possible stay away from the bad seeds of this world. 

The problem with this approach is that we believers still bring our sin with us whether we are living alone in the
desert or stay within a Christian bubble all our lives. The second problem is that we treat unbelievers as a deadly
virus. But you carry with you the cure. The blood of Jesus purifies you from all sin. You have been cleansed by 
the water and the Word of Holy Baptism. Yes, we must be careful that we are not lead into temptation. However,
we are also to be the light of the world and the ones to bring the cure for the curse of sin to others in this world. 

Jesus has not sent his angel harvesters to the harvest the earth yet. Until then, he is being patient, not wanting 
any to perish apart from faith but wanting all to repent and believe in him. He does not eliminate the bad seeds 
from this world because he has paid for the sins of every bad seed. He wants all to be saved. Until he returns, 
we are among the unbelievers in this world to point to Christ as the cure for sin and eternal death. 

Jesus tells us what will happen to the bad seeds who continue in unbelief until the end. Those weeds will be 
burned in the fire. Jesus does not want that for anyone. Learn patience from Christ so that we don’t desire that 
end for anyone either. For we are those who have been changed. We are now the good seed. We are the wheat 
that is kept in faith through the power of the Holy Spirit until the angels gather us into the barn, the eternal 
heavenly place prepared for believers.

Amen


