
  

 

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s 
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all. 

September 27, 2020 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
The Church forgives as God forgives. Anytime we try to imitate God, 
we quickly realize our inadequacy. Yet today God tells us to model our 
forgiveness on his: a boundless, free, and loving forgiveness based on 
the sacrifice of Christ. How could our sinful hearts ever forgive like 
that? The Prayer of the Day asks that the mercy and grace of God 
precede us and follow after us, that we might love God with undivided 
hearts—hearts always ready to forgive as God does: sins are forgiven, 
forgotten, forever.  
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OPENING HYMN  Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  493 

 

STAND 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us 
that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful 
work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 

 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON     Genesis 50:15-21 (NIV84)  
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So 

they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 

‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and 

the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’  
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Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their 

message came to him, Joseph wept. 18 His brothers then came and threw themselves 

down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be 

afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 

good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t 

be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke 

kindly to them. 

PSALM 103 read responsively by the pastor and congregation 
 

Praise the LORD, O my soul;* 

all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
 

He forgives all your sins* 

and heals all your diseases; 
 

he redeems your life from the grave* 

and crowns you with love and compassion. 
 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious,* 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 
 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve* 

or repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,* 

so great is his love for those who fear him; 
 

as far as the east is from the west,* 

so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 

As a father has compassion on his children,* 

so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
 

for he knows how we are formed,* 

he remembers that we are dust. 
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Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;* 

the wind blows over it and it is gone. 
 

But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him* 

from everlasting to everlasting. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON     Romans 14:5-9 (NIV84)   
One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day 

alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6
 He who regards one day as 

special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to 

God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7
 For none of us 

lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8
 If we live, we live to the 

Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the 

Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord 

of both the dead and the living. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia. 
(Romans 15:4)  
 
STAND 

 

M: The Gospel is from Matthew, chapter  18, beginning at verse 21. 
C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL            Matthew 18:21-35 (NIV84) 
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven 

times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who 

wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  
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24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 

him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 

children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “The servant fell on his knees 

before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The 

servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that 

servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. 

He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay 

you back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison 

until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they 

were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 32 

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all 

that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 

fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers 

to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father 

will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

BE SEATED 

 
SERMON     The Christian Forgives Other Christians   Matthew 18:21-35

      

OFFERING 
 
 

GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS 
 

STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are 
 new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your 
 children on earth. 
C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation 
in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our 
national, state, and local governments. 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 
 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness 
toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students 
read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible 
citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
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M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to 
regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will 
hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he 
is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus 

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD      Agnus Dei 

C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 grant us your peace. Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

We will commune by families or individuals. Come forward in the center aisle. Return by the side. Please 
stand directly in front of the front pews. Pastor will bring Communion to you.  Only touch one individual 
cup. A basket is available for empty cups as you return. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

STAND 
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SONG OF SIMEON       Nunc Dimittis 

C:  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. For 
my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the face of 
all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. 

M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C:  And his mercy endures forever. 

M:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  Amen.  

 
CLOSING HYMN  Chief of Sinners Though I Be  385 
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Announcements 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of 
thanks and petitions for help from his 
people.  Please keep these members and 
families in your prayers.  Contact Pastor to 
add someone to this list. 
Lindsay Behl - expecting in November 
Kirk Twelmeyer - surgery recovery 
Greg Lewis - surgery recovery 
 
Hy-Vee Helping Homeless Ministry  
Lincoln Heights Lutheran Church - 
Homeless Ministry will receive a $1.00 
donation from each purchase of the $2.50 
reusable red “My Heart” Bag at the store 
located at 3221 SE 14th Street, Des 
Moines, IA.  (This is the corner of SE 14th 
Street and Park Avenue.) 
 
Parsonage Siding and Painting - Help 
Wanted 
The parsonage will soon have new siding 
and gutters. We are looking for some 
volunteers to help with painting. Please let 
John Thielke know if you are interested in 
helping and whether you can help 
weekdays or the weekend. We will contact 
volunteers when we have a schedule for 
painting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Fund - Window Replacement 
Thanks to all who have begun to contribute 
to the Building Fund. Through the end of 
August we have received just over $2000. 
Our goal is to replace windows and siding 
at the church. The project is estimated to 
be about $55,000. The scope of the work 
we begin next year will depend on 
donations to the building fund. Simply 
mark the Building Fund on your envelope 
to contribute. Thanks again for your 
generous gifts. 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday  
For a simple devotional reading plan, 
review the reading for this week on 
Monday - Wednesday. Then read the 
Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday -
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday: 
Isaiah 55:6-9, Philippians 1:18b-27, 
Matthew 20:1-16 
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
September 27 - October 4 

 Today 8:00 am   Worship—Livestream  
  8:45 am  Sunday School & Bible Study 
  9:15 am  Worship 
  3:00 pm  Kunama Worship 
 Monday   Fall Pastors’ Conference 
 Tuesday   Fall Pastors’ Conference 
  7:00 pm  Campus Ministry Bible Study - Zoom 
 Wednesday 5:30 pm  Catechism Class 
  7:00 pm  Zoom Bible Class 
 Saturday 3:30 pm  Homeless Meal Preparation 
 Sunday  8:00 am   Worship—Livestream  
  8:45 am  Sunday School & Bible Study 
  9:15 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  3:00 pm  Kunama Worship  

Lincoln Heights Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1217 Watrous Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 

Phone: 515-288-3013 
www.LHELC.org 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
 

 
Pastor 

Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 

Secretary 
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 
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