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Crumbs From the Lord’s Table Are Enough

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I was honored to have the opportunity to work with members from our church and many other WELS 
and ELS churches in the past weeks to help our church in Cedar Rapids clean up after the storm. Before 
we went out to begin the day of cutting trees and hauling branches, we were talking about the meals that 
would be served. Of course, the meals for lunch and supper were great. One woman admitted that she 
was not a fan of hot dogs and that they had served hot dogs the day before. However, she said that hot 
dog meal was good too. If you work hard for three hours hauling tree debris, you are grateful for 
whatever is served for lunch. Everything tastes good if you are hungry enough. 

The Canaanite woman who approached Jesus in the Scripture lesson for today was hungry for a blessing
from Jesus. She did not need a gourmet meal. The crumbs from the Lord’s table would be enough for 
her. Jesus commends her for her great faith. As we consider this account we learn that those with great 
faith are humble. We also see that those with great faith receive more than enough from Christ. For 
crumbs from the Lord’s table are enough for us too.

Matthew 15:21–28 (NIV84) 
Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that 
vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering 
terribly from demon-possession.” 23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and 
urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of Israel.” 25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26 He 
replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she said, 
“but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered, 
“Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very 
hour. 

Those With Great Faith are Humble

Consider this woman’s humility. She is ignored by Jesus, rejected by the disciples as a nuisance, rejected
by Jesus as of the wrong ethnic group, and rejected by Jesus as a pet dog. Our sinful human nature 
would be raging with fury over each of these seeming rejections. When you are ignored, is there 
something in you that wants to do something so that you are never ignored again. It hurts our pride when
someone acts like we are not there or like we are not important. But this woman kept following the 
Savior who ignored her.

How do you react when a group talks badly about you like you are not right in front of them? Our sinful 
nature wants to lash out and demand recognition and retribution for being considered a nuisance and 
waste of time. But this woman does not go away or lash out at the disciples.



Then Jesus seems to reject her based on her family and ancestors. “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
Israel.” Maybe we can handle bad things being said about ourselves or being ignored but when someone
says something against my family, then the gloves come off. How dare they insult my people! But this 
woman does not get upset or discouraged by Jesus’ words. Instead she kneels before Christ and again 
asks for help.

Next Jesus gives her a seemingly final answer. “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to 
their dogs.” The Israelites are the children and this woman is one of the pet dogs. How do we react 
when someone calls us names or tells us that we are not as important as others? This woman’s great faith
shows in her great humility. She accepts whatever Jesus says or does, even when it is unflattering to her. 

This kind of humility is impossible apart from faith in Christ. Only through faith do we believe what the 
Bible says about God and about ourselves. Only by faith do we begin to see the holiness of God. Only 
by the Scriptures do we begin to understand the depravity of our sinful nature. When we see the vast 
chasm that separates sinful people from the holy God, we too can be humble. This is why we confess our
sins as we come before the Lord in public worship. We humble ourselves before God when we pray. And
when we recognize that we do not deserve any good thing from the holy God, we also rejoice with this 
woman to be called even a pet dog. For crumbs from the Lord’s table are enough.

Those With Great Faith Receive More Than Enough from Christ

He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she 
said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”

The master cuts all the good meat off the bone in the steak. The master even chews on the bone to get 
every last morsel of good meat. And then the master gives that already chewed, leftover bone to his 
dog...and the dog loves it! That bone is the best thing ever to the dog. The woman had great faith and 
was happy to receive even the crumbs, the table scraps from Jesus.

She knew that even the crumbs she would receive from Jesus would be better than a feast from anyone. 
For she knew that Jesus was the Messiah. She called him the Son of David. This is a Messianic title for 
the Savior who would be a descendant of King David and who would reign forever on David’s throne. It
had been one thousand years since David lived and yet this non Jewish woman knew the prophecies 
about the Savior who would be a Jew. Many in the world today might have heard the name Jesus but not
many know who he truly is. Many today have heard of the Bible, but even among Christians, many do 
not know what God says in the Bible. But this Canaanite woman knew and believed that Jesus was the 
promised Son of David. She believed that he could heal her daughter. And he did.

Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was 
healed from that very hour. 

You have also been given a great faith through the Holy Spirit. Your faith is great because it is faith in 
the great Son of David, Jesus Christ, our Lord. What an honor it would be to be a pet dog of the ruler of 
the universe. What a privilege to eat the scraps from the table of the one who feasts in heaven. But this 
woman was not actually a pet dog of her Savior. By faith she is a daughter of her Heavenly Father. By 
faith you are a child of God and heir of eternal life. Christ humbled himself to pay the price for our sins. 



Christ suffered being forsaken by God, ridiculed by the people and the pain and shame of death on a 
cross. Christ humbled himself to lift you up to be a child of God who will one day sit at the Lord’s table 
at the wedding feast of Christ. There, everything will be good. 

Now, we rejoice in the crumbs from the Lord’s table. We are happy with whatever our Lord Jesus says 
and does. He sends us his Word to comfort and forgive. He gives us his body and blood under the bread 
and wine to forgive and strengthen. At times he blesses us with health and healing, with peace and good 
weather, with safety and happiness. 

But what about when homes and property and lives are burned by wildfires or destroyed by violence or 
torn down by the winds or flooded by a hurricane? Think about a pet dog in those situations. What will 
make that dog wag its tail and bark for joy? Being with its master. As long as its master is alive, the dog 
is fine. 

Friends in Christ, our Lord died but has risen, never to die again. Christ is alive forever and ever. What 
more do we need than our Savior? The crumbs of his blessings we receive now are a foretaste of the 
richness of what he has prepared for us in heaven. 

Amen.


