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Genesis 6:1–3, 5-14, 17-22 (NIV84) 
When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons
of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 3 
Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will 
be a hundred and twenty years.” 

5 The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he had made 
man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, 
whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move 
along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” 8 But Noah 
found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9 This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem,
Ham and Japheth. 11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God 
saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 
So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence
because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an 
ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 

17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every 
creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish 
my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your 
sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female,
to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every 
kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take 
every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah 
did everything just as God commanded him. 

Dear Friends in Christ,

We made it to the season of Advent! The word advent itself simply means coming or arrival. In 
the four Sundays in Advent we will consider the arrival, the advent of water, the advent of fire, 
the advent of joy and the advent of Christ. Our focus is usually and rightly on the advent of 
Christ. Every advent we consider in the next weeks will always be connected to Christ. As we 
consider the arrival of water today, we also see how God used water to connect us to Christ. 

The Water of Judgment

When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, 2 the 
sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they 

chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his 
days will be a hundred and twenty years.” 

The account of Noah and the flood has an interesting beginning. It might seem that the Lord is 



over reacting to the situation. Believers, the sons of God, were marrying beautiful women. And 
because of this, the Lord gives humans 120 years before he sends a flood to wipe out most life on
the earth. What is so bad about choosing to marry a beautiful wife? The problem is that the 
believers were not concerned about passing down the faith to their children. They did not care 
what their future spouse might believe about the Lord. They only looked at outward appearances 
and this would lead to godless families and children. The Lord could not allow faith in the 
promised Savior to disappear from the earth by his believers giving up their faith for outward 
beauty. 

Surely you can see that our society is not far from that of Noah’s time. Young men dream of 
marrying a woman from the cover of a magazine or internet site. Young women attempt to attract
a man by dressing immodestly. Instead of the inner beauty of shared values and a shared faith, 
physical beauty defined by a godless society becomes the focus. May we repent of times we let 
outward beauty be the measure of a person instead of the inner beauty of faith in Christ. 

The godlessness of people at Noah’s time led violence and corruption.

Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the 
earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.

How far do we have to look to see violence and corruption today? In certain areas of our world 
corruption is how things get done. Bribes and threats are the only way to do business and get 
things done. While not as common in our nation, corruption is still present as sinners try to get 
the advantage in life, politics, relationships and business. And we have seen violence on this 
earth. It is happening in Ethiopia now as one part of the government fights another. It happens 
through organized terrorism and unorganized rage. It happens in our own cities, on the streets in 
large groups and behind closed doors as one human does unspeakable harm to another. We can’t 
help but wonder how such violence and corruption is possible. 

God tells us.

The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.

This is a terrible verdict from the Lord. This is the condition of every human born from Adam 
and Eve (except for Jesus). This is you and this is me without Christ. Every inclination of the 
thoughts of our heart is only evil all the time. This means that the sinful heart has zero good in it. 
There is not even the inclination to do something good. There is not even the beginning of a plan 
to do what is right in God’s eyes. Every thought of the heart is only evil all the time. There is no 
good at any time in the sinful heart. This sinful heart still beats within us. This totally depraved 
and corrupt heart still lives in us. Paul writes about himself after he has come to faith in Christ, 
“There is nothing good that lives within me, that is, in my sinful nature” (Romans 7:18).

The same violence and corruption we see and condemn in the world is in our sinful heart. Most 
in the world at the time of Noah refused to believe this. They refused to admit anything was 
wrong with them or the way they were living. They refused for 120 years to repent of their sinful
heart and sinful ways. And God sent water. Lots of water. So much water that the whole earth 
was again covered by water as it was in the beginning before God made dry ground appear. This 
is the arrival, the advent, of water for judgment.

Because humans had turned from trusting in the Lord and refused to repent: The LORD said, “I 



will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and 
creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made 
them.” The Lord unsurprisingly, did what he said he would do. The water came upon the earth 
by 40 days and nights of rain, from the floodgates of the heavens and from the springs of the 
great deep. And everything that had the breath of life in it upon the earth died. 

Dear friends, Advent is a season of joy as we look forward to Christ’s birth. However, it is also a 
season of repentant and a time to examine our hearts and our ways. The advent of water at the 
time of Noah reminds us that God’s judgment against sin and sinners is not an idle threat. Those 
who rejected him then died and were condemned to hell forever. Those who continue to pursue 
every inclination of the thoughts of their sinful heart today have the same destination. Therefore 
we repent as we remember the coming of the waters of the flood. 

The Water of Salvation

Of course, the account of the flood is not all judgment. Eight were saved along with two or more 
of the animals. The advent of water for them is a water of salvation.

God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an 
ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out…. 18...I will establish
my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your 
sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female,
to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every 
kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take 
every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah 
did everything just as God commanded him. 

The Lord showed favor to Noah and his family. He provided a way for them to live through the 
flood on the ark. The waters that destroyed life on the earth lifted the ark and its passengers 
safely above the destruction. Noah and his family were living among a people who had rejected 
the Lord. They lived among a violent and rebellious and corrupt people. How would his family 
avoid the temptations of the world? How would his children and grandchildren avoid being 
swept along into violence and godlessness along with their friends? The coming of the waters of 
the flood saved them from losing their faith in the Lord and the promised Savior. That believing 
family of eight people on the ark were saved physically and in faith by the advent of water.

We were born into this corrupt and violent world. Every inclination of the thoughts of our sinful 
heart was right in line with the evil of the world. We were on the way to eternal destruction. 
Until….the advent of water. Until...water was applied to us in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. The Lord showed us favor by having us baptized into his name. 
Christ suffered and died to pay for our sins and by the water and the Word of baptism we are 
connected with his payment. His payment is applied to us. Peter made it clear in our second 
lesson that “baptism now saves you.” 

Just as Noah’s family was shown favor and placed on the ark to be saved, so also we who are 
baptized are saved and placed into the ark of the church. Many church buildings have been 
designed to look like an upside down boat. Ours is no exception. This design reminds us of 
where we are safe from the corruption and violence of the world and our sinful hearts that want 
to separate us from Christ. The building does not keep us safe. The Word of God proclaimed here



and the Sacraments administered here keep us safe in faith. For when we sin, we are forgiven. 
When we are tempted, we are strengthened to fight that temptation. When we are concerned 
about how our children and grandchildren will keep their faith in Christ in the midst of world 
that is against Christ, we continue to bring them to God’s Word and Sacraments at home and at a 
building called a church. Remind each other of the advent of water in your life. Remember the 
water applied to you in the name of the Triune God and remember the God who keeps his 
promises to save. He fulfilled his promises to Noah and to us by sending Christ. The advent of 
water in our life will continue to connect us to Christ, our Savior.

Amen.


