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The Seed Is The Solution

Dear Friends in Christ, 

There are companies in Iowa and around the world who spend millions and millions of dollars to develop seeds.
They develop seeds that are drought resistance and flood resistant. They develop seeds that resist insects and 
worms. They develop seeds that resist fungus and disease. Some seeds produce large yields. Others produce a 
yield in a short growing season. Part of the solution to poor growing conditions and obstacles to good yields is 
to develop a seed that will thrive in those conditions. The seed is the solution. 

Theoretically a farmer could plant a different variety of seed in every part of his land to maximize the potential 
yield based on conditions at that place in the field. Modern farming is amazing! Ancient farming was a little 
different. The farmer sowed his seed by hand across the field. The seed landed in different places. And the seed 
was all the same. In the parable of Jesus before us today, Jesus uses this farming technique to teach us that the 
seed is the solution. The seed is, of course, the Word of God. When the Word of God does not seem to be 
working as we want it to, there is a temptation to try to improve it to better adapt to the situation. But we dare 
not try to develop a better Word of God. God’s Word does not change and needs no improvement. This seed is 
the solution to hard hearts. It is the solution to shallow faith. God’s Word is the solution to the worries of life. It 
is the solution that produces a wonderful yield. The seed is the solution.

Matthew 13:3–9 (NIV84) 

Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering 

the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not

have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were 

scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 

For The Path

We start with the seed that fell on the path. The path would be packed down and the seed would sit on top of the
soil as easy pickings for the birds. Jesus explains: “When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.” We think of the 
Jewish leaders who saw Jesus’ miracles and heard his true preaching of God’s Word and refused to believe it. Or
we think of an atheist who refuses to believe that there is any god. Or maybe we think of a follower of Islam or 
Hinduism who refuses to consider the message of Christ as the only Son of God who died and rose for sinners. 

It may not seem like the Word of God is having any effect on these groups of people. Some Christian groups 
have stopped sowing the gospel seed to adherents of other religions. We might be tempted to give up on certain 
people in our life ever believing in Jesus. But the seed of God’s Word is still the solution. Only the Word of God
can bring someone to faith in Jesus. Just because someone’s heart is a hard path now does not mean that God 
cannot break up that packed down soil so that they believe when the seed next is cast their way. The seed is the 
solution to hard hearts.



Even when those hard hearts are our own hard hearts. We believers can still be slow of heart to believe all that 
the Scriptures reveal. Might it be that when the pastor starts talking about money, some believers close their ears
and let that seed of God’s Word bounce off them? Maybe it is when the Word of God addresses marriage and 
faithfulness not only in action but also in thoughts and words that one lets the seed bounce off. When a believer 
remains comfortable in a sin for some time, they often ignore the Word of God that points out that sin of anger 
or jealousy or gossip or whatever it might be. 

The easiest way to deflect the Word of God that points out our sins is to apply that law to someone else. When 
God’s Word talks about greed, we think of a certain person. When it condemns immorality we think of another 
person. When the seed speaks against filthy language we think of someone else. Stop it. The Word that you hear
and read is for you. Don’t allow that Word to bounce off like it does not apply to you. The Word applies to you. 
Examine your own heart for hard packed paths and repent as the Word does it’s work. For the seed is the 
solution to a hard heart. The Word brings us to repentance. 

For The Rocky Soil

Jesus explains the seed that fell on rocky soil:  The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the 
man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. 
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.

This would be a good time in history to have some deep roots of faith in Christ. Trouble and persecution are 
happening. But anytime is a good time to have deep roots in faith because trouble can happen any time in your 
life. It is dangerous for a believer to know Christ as their Savior from sin and stop with that knowledge. It is 
dangerous for a parent to think they have done their job in raising their child by taking them to Sunday School 
and getting them confirmed and stop with that. It is dangerous for a young believer to stop hearing the Word of 
God after confirmation or after high school. It is always dangerous for us to think that our roots in Christ are 
deep enough that we no longer need to grow in faith. For when trouble and persecution happen, the depth of our
roots will be shown. “Jesus loves me” is enough to sustain us but will we trust that Jesus loves us when 
calamities such as those that struck Job strike us? Or will we curse God on the day we face trouble?

The seed of God’s Word is the solution to shallow roots. Only the Word of God can strengthen our faith in 
Christ. It may not seem like your faith has grown every time you open your Bible or every time you attend 
service (on line or in person) or every time you receive God’s forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper. It doesn’t seem 
like the children in our congregation are growing taller when you watch them for an hour at church. But when 
you haven’t seen them for more than three months, they have grown physically. So it is with God’s Word. We 
may not see the growth immediately or as fast as we want, but over a lifetime, God makes our roots of faith in 
Christ grow deep so that no trouble or persecution can separate us from Christ. The seed is the solution to 
shallow roots.

For the Weeds

Next Jesus explains the seed among the weeds:  The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the 
man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 
unfruitful.

The weeds of worry grow in everyone’s life. And those weeds of worry take all the time and energy from us. 
Thoughts of worry invade our minds when we wake and before we sleep and may even invade our dreams. 
Worry causes us to be less productive at home and at work and in everything we do. Worry focuses us on one 



thing and we neglect the other things in life, the good things God has called us to do. Worry makes us produce 
less fruits of faith. 

The same is true of wealth. The pursuit of wealth as the primary goal of life takes all of one’s time and energy. 
Thoughts of how to get more wealth or keep one’s wealth go through the mind day and night. There is not time 
and energy to do what God asks of us, to show love and kindness, to share the good news of Christ with others. 
We have to get more wealth to secure our earthly life. But this is the deceitfulness of wealth. While it might 
(and only might) secure a better earthly life, the pursuit of wealth can cost someone their eternal life.

Again, the seed is the solution. God promises that he takes care of the birds of the air and will take care of us. 
There is no need to worry. God promises that he will give us the riches of eternal life. How can worldly wealth 
compare with heaven? Listen to and believe the Word of God when worry and wealth occupy your minds. The 
seed is the solution to the weeds of worry and the deceitfulness of wealth.

The Seed Produces Many Seeds

Finally, Jesus explains the seed in good soil:  But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man
who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.

We are to hear the Word and understand it. We understand that the law of God applies to me. We understand that
I have hard packed paths in my life that God needs to break up with his Word. I understand that I don’t yet 
understand everything about God’s Word. I need to keep growing in faith. I am not strong enough. I need to 
understand that that law applies to me so that I repent. 

And most of all we need to understand that the gospel applies to me. Yes, Jesus died for the entire world of 
sinners. But he also died for you. He especially died for you to bring you peace with God. Understand the 
depths of God’s love for you in Christ. Understand the abundance of God’s grace for you in Jesus. Understand 
the compassion and mercy God has shown you in Christ. When the seed of God’s Word reveals the riches of 
God’s grace and mercy to us on a regular basis, then our lives will look like the seeds that fell on good soil. For 
then and only then will our lives reflect the grace of mercy of Christ to others, spreading that seed of the gospel 
to many more. 

While researchers develop more and more amazing varieties of seeds for agriculture, we listen to and use the 
same unchanging Word of God. The seed of the Word is the solution for sinners of every kind who live among 
sinners of every kind. The world has changed dramatically since the fall into sin thousands of years ago. But the
solution is still found in the seed...found in God’s Word.

Amen.


