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Open Minds

Dear Friends in Christ, 

1 Corinthians 16:1–4 (NIV84) 
Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first 
day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it
up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of 
introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable 
for me to go also, they will accompany me. 

Last week, the prophet Haggai reminded us that God pleasing offerings come from hearts opened by the 
gospel. Only with open hearts can we give firstfruits offerings to the Lord who died to save us. 

Today, we listen to the Apostle Paul give instructions for a special offering being made to support the 
needy Christians in Jerusalem. The believers in Corinth have open hearts. They love their Savior and 
desire to help the believers in Jerusalem. So Paul gives them a plan for collecting the gifts. They are to 
use their minds to think through how and how much to give for this special offering. So too with open 
hearts, we open our minds to think through how and how much to give of the financial treasures our 
Lord has entrusted to us. 

I will begin with a wrong way to think about offerings. I’ll call it having a consumer mentality about 
giving. You give your money to the store and they give you or send you the products in your cart. You 
don’t often walk into a store and give them money without getting something in return. And if you don’t 
like the products or service, you can give your money to a different business. The free market works 
well in a consumer driven society. Businesses that give consumers good products and services at a good 
price tend to succeed.

But the church is not a business and members are not consumers. A consumer mentality at church would
look like someone who gives based on the so called quality of the products and services they receive 
from church. It is almost like what you might do at a restaurant. You plan to give a tip of some kind but 
it depends on the food and the service. So the organist misses a note and your offering goes down. The 
sermon wasn’t what you wanted to hear and the offering goes down. There are lots of things that a 
consumer driven giver could experience that would make their offering go down or away altogether: The
bulletin had a typo, the pew had half a cheerio on it, the songs were not your favorites, it was too cold or
too warm, a baby was crying, the lighting wasn’t right, the ushers forgot to light the candles, the pastor 
called you by the wrong name, and on and on the list goes. Oh, our minds can come up with lots of 
reasons not to give or not to go.

Related to these excuses is the thought of only giving if we go to church that week. Then we are treating 
our offerings to the Lord as the price of admission, like we are going to a concert or a football game. We 
pay for a ticket and expect to be entertained at the game or concert. Maybe this is why some churches 
have adopted a more concert like atmosphere for Sunday worship. People want to be entertained if they 



are going to show up or put something in the offering. How insulting it is to God to treat his gifts given 
in Word and Sacrament as something we pay the admission price to receive. The forgiveness of sins was 
not won by Christ’s suffering and death for our entertainment. And forgiveness is a gift, not something 
to be purchased or repaid. Imagine giving your friend a gift for their birthday. They open it and 
immediately pull out their phone. You think they are going to take a picture to share how much they like 
the gift. But no, instead they quickly look up the price of the gift at Amazon and promptly hand you $25 
to cover the cost. How insulting to the giver! 

Put away the consumer mentality when it comes to giving gifts to the Lord. Open your mind to see 
God’s plans. In Sunday Bible class last week we read through Genesis chapter one and marveled at 
God’s plans for creation. God’s plan was not to throw a bunch of matter and energy together and see 
what happened like some sort of mad scientist. God is a God of order and created all that exists in an 
orderly way day after day until he was done. And it was all very good. Think of how he made each of us 
as well. Psalm 139 describes it well: “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” (Psalm 139:13–14).

And our God of order had a plan when this world descended into sin and lawlessness. He had a plan to 
rescue his people from eternal death. He would send his one and only Son to pay the price for our sins. 
Consider what would have happened if Jesus had a consumer mentality when he came to this earth. The 
Son of God becomes a human being and only a few give him the honor he is due as the Creator of the 
universe. Those closest to him, his disciples, are often his biggest obstacle. The treasurer is a thief, one is
a zealot hoping for the overthrow of the Roman government, one keeps putting his foot in his mouth. 
They are slow to learn and cause him trouble all the time. And then there are those that don’t like him 
and are always trying to trap him in his words, stone him to death or throw him off a cliff. Jesus is 
supposed to suffer a painful death for these people and get nothing in return?! But he does because that 
is the plan, the only plan that will rescue people from sin and eternal death. 

So Jesus willingly, even gladly goes to to the cross and his death. He did it out of love for his Father and 
love for you. He knew the plan was for him to suffer the complete punishment due for the sin of the 
world and completed the plan, saying “It is finished!” Our sinful hearts are cleansed by his blood. Our 
selfishness is covered by his sacrifice. Our consumer attitude towards God is forgiven through Christ. 

So how will we give to the One who planned and completed our salvation? Paul’s encourages regular 
giving. “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money.” Make giving 
part of your life. Think about it. Consider it. Plan it and then give regularly. The basic idea is to have a 
plan for what you will do with income you receive. We call it a budget. It is a good idea to have a plan 
for what you will do with all the money God entrusts to you. Make your offering a part of that plan even 
before you receive any income. And that leads us to the next question.

How much does the Bible tell a Christian to give? Paul encourages the believes to give according to 
what they received. It is proportional, percentage based giving. “But what percentage?”, the accountant 
in us wants to know. God gives specific instructions to his Old Testament people. They were to give a 
tithe, which is 10% to the Levites who took care of the temple and ensured that the worship and 



sacrifices were continued. They were also to save up another tithe to use for the annual pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem, such as Passover. And every third year, they were to give a tithe to the local storehouse to be 
used for widows, orphans and the needy. If I did my math correctly, that is 23.33% each year. If you 
want to give according to that percentage, wonderful! 

However, we are not under a law or obligation to give like the Jews of the Old Testament. We are free in 
Christ to give as we determine. Paul writes this in his second letter to the believers in Corinth, “Each 
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).  So we open and use our minds to look at the blessing of 
Christ and his forgiveness. We use our minds to look at the financial and material blessings we have 
been given. And we use our God-given minds to decide how much to give. My suggestion, which is not 
a law, is to give somewhere in the range of 1-99%. 

The idea is to think about it and give, not to get from God, but give because of the spiritual and material 
blessings we have received and continue to receive from our gracious Lord. Open your minds and give 
from hearts opened by the gospel.

Amen.


