
2nd Sunday of Easter
April 28, 2019
Lincoln Heights Lutheran Church
God Raised Jesus From the Dead

Acts 5:12 (NIV84) 
The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers 
used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade…
17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were 
filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But during the night 
an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple 
courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.” 21 At daybreak they entered the 
temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people. When the high priest and his 
associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and 
sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they 
went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; 
but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” 24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple 
guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this. 25 Then someone came 
and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At 
that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they 
feared that the people would stone them. 27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before 
the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 
name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty
of this man’s blood.” 29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30 
The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 
God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 
has given to those who obey him.” 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Last Sunday was a great day. It was Easter and we celebrated our Lord’s resurrection from the dead. We 
sang resurrection songs. We rejoiced in the new life Jesus has given us. We set our hearts and minds on 
things above because Christ has risen from the dead. It was a day of joy. However, on the other side of 
the earth, Easter 2019 was a day of mourning. Three Christian churches and three hotels were attacked 
in Sri Lanka. Hundreds died. Hundreds more were injured. Satan and this evil world made another 
attempt last Sunday to suppress the truth and joy of Christ’s resurrection. How different Easter will be 
for the Christians who survived in those three churches next year. There are tears now and probably next
year and the year after. There may be tears during every celebration of Christ’s resurrection for them for 
the rest of their life because of the loved ones they lost on Easter. But the truth has not changed. God 
still raised Jesus from the dead.

We ask our God to give the believers who survived this comfort: They will see their loved ones in Christ
again. Satan and this evil world can only separate those who are in Christ for a short time. Christ’s tomb 



is empty and one day our graves will be empty too as we are gathered together in the resurrection to 
eternal life on the Last Day. Though the world attempts to suppress the message, this message is always 
true: God has raised Jesus from the dead. God will ensure that this message is proclaimed.

The Unbelieving World Attempts to Suppress This Message

In preceding chapters of Acts, Peter had healed a man. This prompted the Jewish chief priests and other 
leaders to arrest Peter and John and bring them in for questioning. The apostles were instructed not to 
proclaim the name of Jesus anymore. Not long after this we come to the first verse of our text for today.

The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers 
used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade…

The apostles did not obey the leaders of the Jews, their governing authorities. Instead they gathered 
together with other believers to talk about Jesus. And they did it in a very public place near the temple 
where other people could see them, hear them and possibly believe that Jesus rose from the dead. The 
leaders of the Jews had enough of their disobedience. 

Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled 
with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.

The Sadducees were a group of Jews who held to a very secular view of the Old Testament. They only 
followed the books of Moses, the first five. They believed in following God’s law to obtain a better life 
in this world. They did not believe in angels or heaven. They certainly did not believe that people could 
rise from the dead. They were the ruling elites of their day and they were not about to let the story of 
Jesus’ resurrection continue to be told. It was utter nonsense to them. It threatened their way of life. It 
was bad for society. 

If Christianity was just about living good lives in this world and being nice people, our society today 
would not have much problem with Christianity. But when you claim to believe the actual central 
message of the Bible, you may be dismissed by society as a simple minded fool. For the central message
of the Scriptures is that Jesus is true God, born of the virgin Mary. And the world says that this is 
foolishness. This Jesus, the true Son of God, suffered and died a horrible death to pay the price we owed 
for our sins against the Holy God. And the world says that this kind of substitutionary blood sacrifice is 
barbaric and that modern people don’t talk this way. This same Jesus who died and was buried was 
raised to life on the third day. And the world says that this is a fairy tale, an impossible event. Some loud
atheist voices would even consider it abuse to teach these central truths as facts to children. 

The world tries to stop the gospel and the Lord laughs. When Peter and the apostles are arrested, God 
sends an angel to break them out of jail so they can return to the temple courts and tell people that Jesus 
rose from the dead. When the enemies of Jesus heard that the apostles were proclaiming Jesus again in 
spite of being locked in jail, they were confused. 

The captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared 
that the people would stone them. 27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the 
Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest.



It was the apostles who were afraid when Christ died and even the week after his resurrection. The 
disciples ran away from Jesus in Gethsemane because they feared the crowd armed with weapons and 
torches more than they trusted Jesus. Peter feared being associated with Jesus and so denied Jesus three 
times. He feared what people would think of him or do to him more than he trusted Christ. The apostles 
hid in a locked room on Easter and the week after because they feared the Jewish leaders more than they
trusted God. 

But now the tables are turned. Peter and the apostles do not fear what the Jewish leaders can do to them. 
They do not base their life on what other people think about them or say about them. They obey God 
rather than men. How are Peter and the apostles able to stand firm in faith and obey God rather than 
man? It is not easy to do. The religious culture in the United States has been shifting for some time now. 
It used to be that a large majority of people claimed some association with a church. It was the exception
to find someone at school or work or in the neighborhood who had no connection to a church. But that is
not the case anymore. The social pressure to be associated with a church has been replaced by social 
pressure to do anything else. Sunday morning is no longer a sacred time to hear God’s Word and receive 
his forgiveness. To many in our society it is just another part of the weekend to fill with fun and 
relaxation. I am not saying this to you who are here this morning to make you feel good about 
yourselves for being here. It is a warning for all of us that the world is trying to separate us from our 
Savior. We must obey God rather than men. 

How are we able to stand against this sinful world and hold onto our faith in Christ? God raised Jesus 
from the dead. The truth of Christ’s resurrection cannot be changed or stopped. Since Jesus lives, he is 
the one, true God. His resurrection shows that he is the one to be obeyed above all others. Since Jesus 
lives, he has accomplished the work of his Father. That work was to forgive sins. The resurrection 
guarantees forgiveness for all the times we have gone along with the sinful world instead of obeying 
God. Since Jesus lives, we will live eternally. The sinful world can only offer temporary happiness. Jesus
offers and gives eternal joy. Jesus is our God, our Redeemer and our eternal Savior. Why would we 
listen to or obey anyone else?

When the guards find that the jail cells are locked but empty, the enemies of Christ begin to be afraid. 
The captain of the guard fears the crowd and will not use force to bring the apostles in for questioning 
this time. If the Congress of the United States subpoenas you to testify before Congress, they probably 
don’t give you the option to refuse or say, “no thanks.” The Sanhedrin was the group of men in 
Jerusalem who functioned as the ruling body under the Roman government. They wanted to question 
Peter and the apostles but this time they were so afraid of the people that they did not insist on it with 
force. The apostles could have refused and forced their hand but they went with them willingly.

And then you see their greatest fear when the high priest questions the apostles.

“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”

They did not want to have any guilt associated with having Jesus executed. Before the crucifixion, they 
told Pilate that they were more than happy to have the blood of Jesus on them and on their children. But 



now that thousands of people were believing in the risen Christ, they didn’t want his blood on them. But 
they are guilty and Peter is bold to proclaim their guilt.

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30 The God of our fathers 
raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.” 

Peter boldly proclaims the law to those who opposed Christ. They wanted Peter and the others to be 
quiet but Peter had to speak the truth. Peter’s response to an attack on Christ is a good example for us. 
He does not get angry, call names or go away silently. He simply tells the truth. They had Jesus killed. It 
was now up to the Holy Spirit to convict them of their guilt before God and bring them to repentance 
which Peter tells them about next.

“God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins to Israel.”

Peter wants these enemies of Christ to receive forgiveness too. He wants them to believe that God raised
Jesus from the dead. The only way to do this is to proclaim the message again and again. The Lord 
ensured that Peter and the other apostles had many opportunities to proclaim that Christ had died, Christ 
is risen and Christ will come again to the people and their leaders. The Lord has preserved his gospel 
through the generations since to make sure the good news of Christ’s resurrection has come to you. May 
the Lord keep our faith strong in a world that still opposes Christ with words and sometimes with 
violence. For God raised Jesus from the dead and this makes all the difference for us now and eternally.

Amen.


