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Matthew 3:13–17 (NIV84) 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, 

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it 

is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was 
baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God

descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The shepherds had an epiphany when the angel appeared and told them that the Christ was born in 
Bethlehem. The wise men had an epiphany when they followed the star and were led to the home 
where the Christ Child was in Bethlehem. Anna and Simeon had an epiphany when Jesus was brought 
to the temple in Jerusalem. Christ was being revealed to people in various ways at and shortly after his 
birth. But then the epiphanies go silent for a decade or so until Jesus goes to the temple at the age of 
twelve. The teachers are amazed at his answers. But then the epiphanies go silent again for almost two 
decades until Jesus appears at the Jordan River with John the Baptist. From this day on, Jesus gives the 
people one epiphany after another as he reveals to them and to us who he truly is and what he will do 
for the world. 

As we meditate on the Baptism of our Lord this morning, we see clearly who Jesus is.  He is one 
member of the Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is the Son of God the Father. He is anointed by
the Holy Spirit. He is God from God and light from light as we confess in the Nicene Creed. And what 
has the only begotten Son of the Father come to do on this earth? He came to fulfill all righteousness. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

John the Baptist is one of the greatest prophets in the Bible. He was chosen by God before he was born 
to be the forerunner of the Savior. John not only told people that the Savior was coming but was going 
to live to see the Savior. John knew who came to the Jordan that day. Jesus was the Christ, the one 
whom the prophets had foretold for thousands of years. So what does John do when Jesus comes to be 
baptized? 

John argues with Jesus. He tried to stop Jesus from being baptized. From John’s point of view, it 
doesn’t make sense for Jesus to be baptized. Jesus is the perfect Son of God. Jesus is the one who will 
take away the sins of the world. Why would Jesus need to be baptized? John also knows his own sins. 
He has seen all the people come to him to be baptized for the forgiveness of sins. John longs for that 
same forgiveness and therefore wants to be baptized by Jesus. In John’s thinking, Jesus is making a 
mistake by requesting to be baptized. It should be the other way around. And John has the audacity to 



try to change Jesus’ mind.

Peter did the same thing years later when Jesus told the disciples that he was going to die in Jerusalem. 
Peter tried to stop Jesus. Isn’t that foolish, to try to stop Jesus from doing what he wants to do, what he 
came to do? Who would dare to give Jesus advice on how to carry out his mission of saving the world 
from sin and death? John and Peter ….and you and I as well. 

Have you ever told God that he is making a mistake? Maybe you think something in life should be 
different. God shouldn’t have allowed this situation to happen in your life. He should have changed 
that. Maybe we just tell God that if he would listen to our plan for our church or our family or our 
career or our nation, then things will work out well. We might have the best of intentions but giving 
advice to God is not a good idea. John and Peter had good intentions when they gave advice to Jesus 
but they were opposing the will of God and were therefore sinning. When we tell God he is doing 
something wrong in our life, we are opposing God and sinning too.

Have you ever heard someone say something like, “Think of all the good Jesus could have done if he 
hadn’t died so young!”? And it is true in a way. Jesus could have healed thousands of people, taught 
thousands more about the kingdom of God, had several more groups of seminary students (disciples), 
and done lots of good in this world if he would have lived 40 more years. But how nearsighted to only 
see the short term benefits of Jesus and not the eternal. If John and Peter could be nearsighted, so can 
we. 

Maybe the way argue with God is less about earthly things and more about spiritual things. Our self 
righteous by nature self wants to take some credit or do something for our salvation. It can’t be all by 
grace. So we argue with God to let me help a little God. I can do it. Don’t take all the load yourself. 
This attitude was most clearly shown in the Pharisees who did not think they needed John’s baptism for
forgiveness or Jesus either. While we know that we need Jesus and his forgiveness, the little Pharisee in
each of us wants to take a little credit. I’ve been a good father. That should count for something. I 
worked diligently for my employer. That counts, doesn’t it. I’ve been a good friend and generous and 
kind to others. We want something to be credited to our account in addition to Christ...just to be sure.

John knew his unworthiness to even untie Jesus’ sandals. And arguing with Jesus was not making him 
more worthy of eternal life. We know our unworthiness to approach Jesus and our attempts to argue 
with him about earthly and spiritual matters do not get us closer to the kingdom of God. Therefore, we 
do what John wanted to do. He wanted to be baptized by Christ for forgiveness. So do we. But Jesus is 
standing in the water instead of John. Here is a great epiphany. Jesus is standing in the place of sinners. 
Jesus is fulfilling all righteousness for each and every one of us sinners. 

As Jesus stands in the muddy waters of the Jordan and John pours water upon him, God is showing 
what his Son will do. Jesus will stand in the place of every sinner and do everything in the place of 
every sinner. Though Jesus never sinned, everything he did was for you. He was born of a woman to be
born under the law of God so that he could fulfill that law perfectly in your place. Although he was in a
perfect covenant relationship with his Father from all eternity, he was circumcised on the eighth day in 
the place of sinners in order to fulfill all righteousness and bring us into a perfect relationship with 



God. Although he is the holy and perfect Redeemer of the world, he was brought to the temple as an 
infant and a redemption price of two birds was given to redeem him as he took our place in every way. 
After his baptism he would stand in our place under the temptations of the devil and fulfill all 
righteousness by resisting every temptation. He would live for just over thee decades without sinning to
fulfill every righteous decree of God’s law. He would love his neighbors and his enemies with perfect 
love. He would show compassion and mercy. He would be the perfect friend. 

In his baptism he takes on the identity of sinners and he does the same in his suffering and death. He 
stands in our place at his trial, accused of blasphemy against God when it is we who have argued with 
God’s will in our lives. We should endure the suffering but he stands in our place and will not allow us 
to suffer God’s wrath for our sins. We should die and suffer eternally but Jesus stands in our place on 
the cross and endures the eternal punishment for our sins. Everything Jesus does is for us and Jesus 
does everything for us. He will not allow us to pay any price for our sins. He saves us completely.

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

 This is the plan of God revealed in part at the Baptism of our Lord. God is pleased with his Son who 
stands in the place of sinners and fulfills all righteousness for us. 

So what about our own baptism? What good is it? Our baptism means everything for us because of 
God’s promise. God promises that through the water and Word of baptism we are connected with all 
that Christ has done. And Christ has done everything for us to forgive us and give eternal life. Baptism 
connects us to his death and resurrection. In Baptism we are clothed with the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness. There will be a final epiphany of Christ on the Last Day when he is revealed as Judge. 
But we have nothing to fear on that day for the Judge is the One who stood in our place at his Baptism 
in the Jordan and fulfilled all righteousness for us so that his righteousness is ours. 

Amen.


