
  

 

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s 
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all. 

April 18, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

The blessings of Easter are all ours through the Word, the 
effective means of grace!  
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OPENING HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today   149 

STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the 
despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of 
heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON     Acts 4:8-12 (NIV84)  
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 
If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are 
asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the 
dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 He is “ ‘the stone you builders rejected, 
which has become the capstone.’ 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 
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PSALM 118  read responsively by the pastor and congregation 
 

The LORD is my strength and my song;* 

he has become my salvation. 
 

The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;* 

the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 
 

I will not die but live,* 

and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;* 

you have become my salvation. 
 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 

the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

This is the day the LORD has made;* 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON     1 John 1:1-2:2 (NIV84)   
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 

concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We 

proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship 

with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write 

this to make our joy complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and 

declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have 

fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if 

we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
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 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and 

his word has no place in our lives. 1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will 

not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—

Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only 

for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

STAND 
 

M: The Gospel is from Luke, chapter  24, beginning at verse 36. 
C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

GOSPEL            Luke 24:36-49 (NIV84) 
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a 

ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 

minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does 

not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them 

his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and 

amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a 

piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 44 He said to them, 

“This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 

written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened 

their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is 

written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance 

and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my 

Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high.” 

 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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APOSTLES’ CREED        
I believe in God the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

HYMN   This Joyful Eastertide   160 
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SERMON   No Other Name  Acts 4:8-12 

OFFERING 

GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS 

 

STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises 

by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to 

rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, 

and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of 

your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and 

glory and praise. 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life 

to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, 

our talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them 

with the hope of eternal life. 

  

 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.) 

 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

 (Silent prayer.) 

 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy 

hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN   Alleluia! Jesus Lives   153 
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M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 
from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 
and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won  145 
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All materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722518. 

THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
April 18 - 25 

 Today 8:00 am   Worship—Livestream 
  8:45 am  Bible Class 
  8:45 am  Sunday School 
  8:45 am  Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:30 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  12:00 pm  Nuer Worship 
  1:30 pm  Kunama Worship 
 Monday 4:00 pm  Catechism Tutoring 
 Wednesday 4:30 pm  Catechism Tutoring 
  5:30 pm  Catechism Class 
  7:00 pm  Zoom Bible Class 
 Saturday 8:45 am  Homeless Meal Preparation 
  9:00 am  LWMS Rally 
 Sunday  8:00 am   Worship—Livestream  
  8:45 am  Bible Class 
  8:45 am  Sunday School 
  8:45 am  Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:30 am  Worship 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  12:00 pm  Nuer Worship 
  1:30 pm  Kunama Worship  
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Announcements 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of 
thanks and petitions for help from his 
people.  Please keep these members and 
families in your prayers.  Contact Pastor to 
add someone to this list. 
Ashley Covell - expecting in May 
Emily Nolte - expecting in October 
Roma Gould and Judy Solem - shut-ins 
 
Wednesday Bible Class 
Resumes April 21 with our study of the 
Psalms, 7:00 pm on Zoom.  
Zoom ID: 808 954 8574  
 
Giving Reports 
First quarter giving reports are in the 
mailboxes. Contact Paula Twelmeyer at 
secretary@lhelc.org or 515-288-3013 if 
you have questions. 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, 
review the reading for this week on 
Monday - Wednesday.  Then read the 
Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday -
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:   
Acts 4:23-33, 1 John 3:1-2, John 10:11-18 

Preparing Future Called Workers 
I love hearing about our continued 
improvement in preparing people for 
public ministry. The article about the Vicar 
in a Mission Setting program was great 
(Confessions of faith,” Jan). 
In the early 1940s, my dad, Pastor E.A. 
Knief, left to start a new mission in Des 
Moines, Iowa, with a young wife and a 50-
cent pamphlet from CPH on how to start a 
mission. It worked, and we now have 
Lincoln Heights Lutheran Church, but all 
this great prep is so much better. Please 
continue to improve our practical 
preparedness lessons with our soon-to-be 
pastors and teachers. 
  Marilyn Benz 
  Burnsville, Minnesota 
 
The above letter was in the March issue of 
the Forward In Christ magazine on page 
33.  There are several copies on the table 
under the Psalm 23 sign in the narthex if 
you didn’t get one last month. 
 
Building Fund Update 
$18,930 donated as of 4/11/2021. 

Lincoln Heights Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1217 Watrous Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 

Phone: 515-288-3013 
www.LHELC.org 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
 

 
Pastor 

Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 

Secretary 
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 


