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Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s 
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all. 

 
September 19, 2021 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Just how deeply should the Word of God penetrate heart and 
life? Jesus himself is the model in whose footsteps we follow, 
stumbling though that following be.  
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The Service 

Opening Hymn     How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
1:Choir 2–3: All 
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Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

I am sinful by nature 

and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
I have not loved others as I should.  

I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

with his innocent suffering and death. 
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy        Kyrie 
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Glory to God in the Highest     Gloria in Excelsis 

The choir sings the first refrain and verses.  
The congregation joins on the following refrains. 

Refrain 

 
 

 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Refrain 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 

the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. 

Refrain 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father. Amen. 

Refrain 

The Word 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, 

for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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First Reading        Numbers 12:1-15 

Miriam and Aaron learn the importance of humble leadership. 

Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he 
had married a Cushite. 2 “Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” they asked. 
“Hasn’t he also spoken through us?” And the LORD heard this. 3 (Now Moses was a 
very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.) 

4 At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of 

meeting, all three of you.” So the three of them went out. 5 Then the LORD came 
down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance to the tent and summoned 

Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them stepped forward, 6 he said, “Listen to 

my words: 

“When there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, reveal myself to them in 
visions, I speak to them in dreams. 

7  But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 
8  With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of 

the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” 

9 The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left them. 

10 When the cloud lifted from above the tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous[a]—it 
became as white as snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had a 

defiling skin disease, 11 and he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, I ask you not to 
hold against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. 12 Do not let her be like a 
stillborn infant coming from its mother’s womb with its flesh half eaten away.” 

13 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “Please, God, heal her!” 

14 The LORD replied to Moses, “If her father had spit in her face, would she not 
have been in disgrace for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven 
days; after that she can be brought back.” 15 So Miriam was confined outside the 
camp for seven days, and the people did not move on till she was brought back. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+12%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-4070a
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Psalm of the Day       Psalm 115 

The choir sings first refrain.  

 

Refrain 

Refrain 

Why do the nations say, “Where / is their God?” 

Our God is in heaven; he does whatever / pleases him. 
The Lord remembers us and will / bless us:  

He will bless his people / Israel, 
he will bless those who / fear the LORD—  

small and / great alike. Refrain 

All you Israelites, trust / in the LORD— 

he is there / help and shield. 
House of Aaron, trust / in the LORD— 

he is their / help and shield. 
You who fear him, trust / in the LORD— 

he is their / help and shield. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

and to the Holy / Spirit, 
As it was in the be-/ginning, 

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain 
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Second Reading        James 3:13-18 

James teaches that true wisdom shows itself in deeds of humility. 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good 

life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you 
harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about 
it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but 
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish 
ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 

The choir sings the refrain and verse.  
The congregation joins to sing the final refrain 

Refrain 

Rejoice in the Lord  

for his love and faithfulness. 

Refrain 
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Gospel         Mark 9:30-37 

Jesus uses a little child as an example of the kind of humility he wants from those who follow him. 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone 
to know where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said 
to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. 
They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not 
understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked 

them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet 
because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. 

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be 
first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his 
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in 
my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me 
but the one who sent me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day      Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way 

 
 

Sermon    “True Greatness”    Mark 9:30-37 

Stand 
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Confession of Faith       Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,   

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 

Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a 

love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 

other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 

make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts 
and minds. 
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Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 

those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 

defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 
proclaimed to all. 

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 

has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in 
you. 

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Pour out 

your special blessing on . . . (here name the person and the cause of the petition). Give 

patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Offering and Musical Offering       Sanctus  

Sung by the choir. These two canticles are used in services with Holy Communion from “The Service: Setting Two.” 
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Good News for Kids 

Agnus Dei 
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Hymn        Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

Stand 
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Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn        In Christ Alone 
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
Sept. 19 - 26 

 Today 8:00 am   Worship  
  8:45 am  Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am  Sunday School 
  9:15 am  Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Worship  
  1:30 pm  Kunama Worship 
  5:30 pm  Campus Ministry 
 Monday 5:15 pm  Church Council 
 Wednesday 5:30 pm  Catechism 
  5:45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  6:30 pm  Evening Prayer 
  7:00 pm  Adult Bible Class 
 Saturday 8:45 am  Homeless Meal Preparation 
 Sunday 8:00 am   Worship with Communion 
  8:45 am  Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am  Sunday School 
  9:15 am  Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Worship with Communion 
  1:30 pm   Kunama Worship 
   
   



18 

In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of 
thanks and petitions for help from his 
people.  Please keep these members and 
families in your prayers.  Contact Pastor to 
add someone to this list. 
Walter - cancer (grandson of Dee Shell) 
Gavin Schuch - brain cancer (nephew of 
 Jackie Chiugu) 
Buk Nyoach - Visiting Ethiopia 
Emily Nolte - expecting in September 
Angelee Kauzlarich - expecting in October 
Wenjing Zhang - expecting in December 
Roma Gould and Judy Solem - shut-ins 
 
Campus Ministry Kick Off 
All college students are invited to meet at 
church tonight at 5:30 pm. Food will be 
provided. We’ll set up a schedule of events 
for the semester and get to know each 
other. Contact Pastor Pfeifer if you need 
transportation.  
 
Sunday School Continues 
3 years old - 8th grade 
9:15 - 10:15 am 
 
Sunday Bible Class Continues 
“One by One - A model for evangelism 
Meets in the sanctuary at 9:15 am 
For teens and adults 
 
Wednesday Adult Bible Class Continues 
“God’s Providence” - How does God take 
care of everything? 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Bert Miller with the Lord 
In his mercy, the Lord took Bert Miller to 
himself on July 31. Bert was 96 and was 
being served as a shut in for the last years. 
No services are planned. May the Lord 
comfort all with the assurance of the 
resurrection to eternal life through the 
resurrection of Christ. 
 
Chiugu Family Moving 
Michael and Jackie Chiugu are moving to 
Minnesota this month. Michael’s job has 
been transferred. Thanks be to God for the 
time they were able to be part of our 
congregation. May the Lord bless Michael, 
Jackie, Tony and Alexa in their new home, 
job, church and school. Contact the church 
office for their new address. 
 
Fall Festival October 2nd, 11am-2 pm 
The Fall Festival is a fun way to get to 
know our neighbors and spend time 
together on a beautiful fall day.  
In order for the activities to go smoothly, 
volunteers are needed to monitor the 
obstacle course, lawn bowling and the 
information table.  One more food prep/
server would also be helpful.  The sign up 
sheet is on the table in the entryway.  
 
Building Fund Update 
$28,545 donated as of 9/12/2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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Sunday School Offerings to Benefit 
Kids c.a.r.e.  - Outreach to Roma 
Each year, the Sunday School offerings are 
collected and sent to help children around 
the world. This year’s offerings will go to 
kids c.a.r.e. - Outreach to Roma. 
We may think we know nothing about the 
Roma. Roma is the term which has 
replaced the hurtful term “Gypsy”. The 
Roma face poverty, racial inequality and 
racism in Europe.  Offerings will help the 
mission in Bulgaria to establish ways to 
reach the Roma and bring the good news of 
Jesus to over 750,000 people who do not 
yet know our Savior! 
 
Donate Your Meditations Books 
Instead of recycling the Meditations books 
when you are finished with them, bring 
them back to church. Drop them off in the 
office and we will distribute them to the 
homeless along with meals. Thank you. 
 
Find Us on Facebook - 
www.facebook.com/lhelc 
Like us to follow our updates. Then share 
and leave comments so others will also see. 
More likes, shares and comments means 
more people will see the post. 
 
Connecting WELS Members 
The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod offers several ways to connect 
members through social media: 
facebook.com/welslutherans,  
twitter.com/welstweets, 
Instagram.com/welslutherans, 
Vimeo.com/wels. 
 
 
 
 

Counting Schedule 
Sept. 19:  Leon and Cassandra 
Sept. 26:  Paul and Greg 
Oct. 3:  Karl and Ashley 
Oct. 10:  Steve and Shullu 
Oct. 17:  Leon and Cassandra 
Oct. 24:  Clyde and Greg 
 
Mowing Schedule 
Sept. 17 thru Sept. 23 - Peter Nolte 
Sept. 24 thru Sept. 30 - Lee Bowman 
Oct. 1 thru Oct. 7 - Greg Lewis 
Oct. 8 thru Oct. 14 - John Thielke 
Oct. 15 - Oct. 21 - David Covell 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, 
review the reading for this week on 
Monday - Wednesday.  Then read the 
Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday -
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:   
Jeremiah 11:18-20,  
James 2:1-5, 8-10, 14-18, Mark 8:27-35 
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1217 Watrous Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 
Phone: (515) 288-3013 

www.lhelc.org 
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

Pastor 
Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 

Secretary 
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 

Lincoln Heights Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 


